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Projects Abroad trip to Ghana
Having the opportunity to go to Ghana was 
a life-changing experience, because it made 
us appreciate the luxuries we have at home.  
Whilst in Ghana we taught literacy, numeracy 
and environmental studies at two different 
schools, one of which was an orphanage 
entirely funded by Projects Abroad.  The 
schools had limited facilities and, as well as 
bringing plenty of stationery, we spent several 
days painting a school building inside and out. 

At the Atonsu MA Junior High School, the 
entire school turned out to see us engage in 
an epic battle of a football match that ended 
in a 3 – 3 draw before the Ghanaians stole it 
during the penalty shoot-out.  At the weekend 
we left Ghana’s second biggest city, Kumasi, 
and headed to Cape Coast where we visited an 
old slave fort and museum and also embarked 
upon a canopy walk deep in the rainforest.

Jack Tagg and Jonathan Howell

Animo Amateur 
Championships

On the first weekend back to 
school, a group of mad people 
decided to run 127 miles from 
Liverpool to Leeds along the 
canal.  It was a very long and 
tiring weekend in which we 
raised over £2,000 for the  
Prince of Wales Hospice.  
The tired legs, however, were 
helped by some great laughs 
and a very questionable new 
hairstyle from Mr Andrew ‘the 
monster marathon runner’ 
Hilton. Overall, a great weekend 
with good friends and quality 
teachers.

Tom Preston

Liverpool 
to Leeds 
Charity Run

After the first round, 19 riders 
went forward into the jump off 
against the clock.  I was 12th so 
I was able to watch the first few 
riders go. They were fast and 
I knew if I wanted to stand a 
chance of winning I would have 
to be quick.

Rio didn’t let me down; he was 
amazing.   I couldn’t believe when 
they announced I had gone into 

the lead. Unfortunately, I had 
seven more rounds to watch 
which was agonizing. When they 
finally announced the results I 
was truly overwhelmed.  It has 
been one of my ambitions to ride 
in the International Arena at 
Hickstead, but to actually win it - I 
still can’t believe it!

Emma Howell

I qualified with my horse 
Rio for the Animo Amateur 
Championships at Hickstead.  
There were 36 starters in the final 
who had qualified over three 
preliminary rounds.



Record-breaking A* grades 
for Ackworth Students

I am delighted to note that 9.8% of our 
total A Levels were graded A* – an  
excellent achievement. The Highest 
Scholarship awards go to Jake Pugh (2A*s, 
2Bs) and Zoe Ibbetson (2A*s, 2As and 1B). 
Our calculation for these awards considers 
the best three A2 Level results, not 
including General Studies or a student’s 
native language. We also celebrate the 
following pupils’ achievements: Edward 
Atkin (4As), Hester Plant (1A*, 1A and 
1B), Jamie Shen (1A*, 1A and 2Bs), Elliot 
Trofimowicz (3As and 1B), and Evie 
Holbrow (1A*, 1A, 1B and 1C).

At GCSE, 18.7% of all grades were graded A*. GCSE Awards for the best performance go to: 
Matthew Brown (11A* and 1A) and Isabel Parkinson (9A* and 1A). Other high achieving students 
include Imogen Rohrs (8A*s, 1A and 1B); Jacob Sowter (7A*s, 3As, 1B); Emily Hardy (6A*s, 5As 
and 1B); James Schofield (5A*s, 6As, 1B). Well done to these students on their outstanding results
We take this opportunity to congratulate all our examination pupils who worked extremely hard 
to gain the results they deserved.

Kathryn Bell

A frightening statistic released over the summer 
is that there are now over one million 16-24 
year olds unemployed. This is a truly depressing 
statistic. MP Nick Hurd (Minister for Civil 
Society), puts much of the blame on schools 
for not preparing students for the workplace. 
It appears that although qualifications may 
be sound, the soft skills required by students 
entering the work force are not adequate for 
them to secure employment.

Needless to say this is certainly not true of 
students leaving Ackworth! We ensure that the 
educational provision is one that nurtures and 
develops the whole potential of our students. 
The ‘soft skills’ that are in such demand in the 
workplace, such as being able to communicate,
the ability to get on with different people, to 
articulate oneself clearly, to have self-confidence,

It is at this time of year that 
we celebrate the significant 
successes of our students who 
have taken GCSE and A Level 
examinations. It is always 
important to look at the 
individual results, rather than 
relying on overall statistics. 
Many of our students’ results 
were outstanding; others 
achieved well above their 
expected results, even though 
they did not reach the top grades.  

Head’s Message
Self confidence is the first  
requisite to great undertakings. 
Samuel Johnson 
(English author, critic, & lexicographer (1709 - 1784)

inner determination, self-control and so on, 
are all firmly in place at Ackworth. 

Ackworth ‘turns out’ well-adjusted, articulate 
and confident individuals. We equip our 
students with the ability to function in the 
workplace and ‘network’ effectively – in other 
words our students gain the skills, whilst at 
school, to be able to walk into a room full of 
people, approach and strike up a conversation 
with a complete stranger, introduce themselves, 
engage effectively in conversation and come 
across as interesting, interested and mature 
individuals. Our students learn to believe in 
themselves, learn how to listen and question, 
and to be self-aware. 

Kathryn Bell



Record-breaking A* grades 
for Ackworth Students

Giraffes at the Lakes?! 
At the end of the summer term, the Natural 
History Society visited Rookhow in the Lake 
District. It was a fascinating trip – some of the 
many highlights included seeing peregrin falcons 
above the saltmarsh, spotting a herd of deer at 
the South Walney Nature Reserve, and slightly 
more exotically, feeding the giraffes and seeing 
the infamous Siberian tigers at the South Lakes 

Wild Animal Park.  The hostel (and Quaker 
Meeting House) we stayed in had several acres 
of wonderful woodland we would make use of, 
though we had to be wary of the ticks!

Many thanks to Mr Hickenbottom and Mr 
Ward for such an enjoyable trip – and of 
course to Mrs Ward for her unrelentingly 
delicious food!

Isabel Parkinson & Alice Hyde

Sporting 
Achievements
Dancing Competition
Recently I took part in a dance competition 
in Leigh, Manchester.  In the age 12-13 
competition in the Jive – I came first and was 
really happy!  I also partnered other people 
for their competitions and two came first in 
the Cha-Cha and the other won her Latin.

Emily Arnott

Netball Award
This year I won the trophy for player of the 
year at my netball club, Phoenix.  We play 
matches against different clubs every Sunday 
and at the end of each match the players 
write down who they thought played the 
best. I love playing netball for them and I 
can’t wait until next season!

Georgia Green

Goal Defence
I have been playing goal defence at 
Wakefield Wildcats Netball Club for the 
past two seasons and was fortunate to be 
voted Players’ Player in 2012 and 2013.

At the end of the first year, I was put 
forward by the coach for West Yorkshire 
County trials.  I was chosen and became 
part of the Wakefield Satellite division.  
At the recent presentation evening I 
received a trophy for representing the club 
at County level and for being Players’ Player.

Ellie Williamson

During the summer holiday, a group of students 
from Ackworth set off for the Ardèche region 
in Southern France for a week of water sports 
and outdoor activities. We travelled through the 
night but arrived ready for action! The weather 
was hot so we were glad to be trying our hand 
at kayaking, wind surfing and for me especially, 
sailing, as the wind was excellent making the 
experience far more exhilarating.

We also went mountain biking which was great! 
We visited local villages to do some shopping 
and we went to Dune De Pyla, the largest sand 
dune in Europe. It was a fabulous trip and we 
arrived home tired and sun-kissed, but fulfilled 
from our adventure. 

Izzy Tagg

Action at the Ardeche!

Wakefield District Primary 
Schools Swimming Gala 2013

Our swimming team continues to go from 
strength to strength, with many of our Year 2
pupils participating in competitive galas for the

first time.  Misha Khan reported on the 
Wakefield District Primary Schools’ Swimming 
Gala that took place in the summer term:

“I had a great time at Silcoates School because I came 
first in my race and beat the swimmer from QEGS”.  
Misha Khan



R.N.L.I.
This year Coram House School Council have 
organised a series of charity events in aid of 
the R.N.L.I. These have included: Dress Up as 
a Pirate Day; a Seaside Art Exhibition, which 
was also enjoyed by the parents and members 
of Senior School; a sponsored swim; a Coram’s 
Got Talent competition, won by the girls in 
Reception; and The Big Splash, which was a 
game involving damp sponges.  

Through their fantastic efforts the children have raised 
a staggering £2595.53.

Zac Meakin was kitted out as a Lifeboat 
Volunteer when an R.N.L.I. fundraiser visited 
the children.  

Summer Holiday Club
The glorious weather meant that the
children had a fabulous time in the Holiday
Club, enjoying lots of outdoor activities.
They had fun building dens, playing
sports, making puppets then putting on a
puppet production, just to mention a few. 

Royal
Vet-to-Be!
We are delighted to celebrate the success of 
Rebecca Holmes, who has taken up a place 
at the Royal Veterinary College in London to 
study Veterinary Medicine following achieving 
her grades this summer. Rebecca shared with us 
her thoughts on beginning the course, and her 
advice for those who would like to follow in her 
footsteps. “I’m really excited about starting the 
course, although it does feel very surreal that it’s 
actually happening. To anyone who is thinking 
they’d like to be a Vet, I would say make sure it 
is what you want, as it can be difficult at times 
although in the end hopefully, very rewarding. 
Work experience is very important - try and vary 
it as the vet schools value variety over a long 
commitment at the  
same place. Make 
sure there is 
something you 
can take from it, 
and learn from it, 
otherwise it is 
pointless.”

Helen Batty

Chess Final 2013
Throughout the summer term, Chess Club 
members took part in the annual 
chess competition. 

Efose’s perspective:
This was it. It was the final chess game between 
Sam and me. I walked towards room 3 full of 
excitement. What could I expect Sam to play? How 
would I respond? I took my place next to Sam. He 
took two pieces, hid them behind his back and asked 
me to choose. I chose the white piece…

Sam’s perspective:
Recently, I played Efose in the final of the chess 
competition. Usually, we are pretty equal in how 
well we play, however Efose won in the end. I still 
enjoy chess and I hope to attend Chess Club next 
year as well. Maybe next year’s tournament will 
go differently…

I also enjoyed ‘Bug Camp’, which is what I like 
to call it, but its real name is Animal Instinct 
Science Education, I think!”  

Ethan Harper



Squash Club
In Coram we are continuing in the footsteps 
of Ackworth Old Scholar, James Wilstrop in 
practising our Squash skills. In the last few 
months we have been able to attend a number 
of brilliant squash lessons coached by a fantastic 
teacher. Before this experience we did not think 
squash was the sport for us but have really 
enjoyed it and would love to take part in some 
more lessons. 

Trinity
College 
Cambridge
At the end of the AS course, Lower Sixth 
Geography students entered the prestigious 
Trinity College Cambridge essay competition. 

We were thrilled to receive news that Elisabeth 
Bogart had been awarded Highly Commended 
in the competition with her excellent essay 
entitled “Globalisation and National Identity:  
The effect of the expanding global network on the 
world population.” 

This is one of only five prizes awarded nationally 
and I am very proud of Elisabeth’s well-deserved 
achievement.  

Ros Noble

Advice 36

Do you uphold those who are acting under 
concern, even if their way is not yours?  
Can you lay aside your own wishes and 
prejudices while seeking with others to 

find God’s will for them?

PSA Events
Bags 2 School – Friday 22nd 
November 2013
 
Bags will be enclosed with the half term 
mailing, but use bin liners if you have extra 
things to donate.  Please drop off your bags 
by 9am in the car park – we will be able to 
help collect them from your car.  We need 
clothing in good condition, belts, pairs of 
shoes, handbags, bedding, curtains and soft 
toys but no bric a brac.  We are paid per 
kilo of items collected so please empty your 
cupboards and recycle!
 
Carl Wilde Floral 
Demonstration and lunch - 
Friday 22nd November – 
Darrington Golf Club
 
Tickets from Laura Lunn in 
school office priced £37.50. 
Bring family and friends
 
Christmas Craft Fayre - 
Friday 6th December
Christmas Carols from the pre prep 
children, Christmas craft stalls, 
coffee and mince pies

Midsummer Ball, Nostell 
Priory – Friday 20th June 
Tickets available after the New Year

Thank you for your continued support 
which helps funds clubs and activities for all 
the students.

UMPH 2013
Always take every opportunity. That is a part of 
what we learned from our business trip to the 
UMPH event at the Huddersfield stadium. In 
the morning we had the opportunity to meet 
interesting and well experienced entrepreneurs 
who gave us advice. In the afternoon we 
competed with other schools by trading an 
existing business. Overall, it was an interesting 
day and provoked us to think about our own 
futures, especially Jonathan Howell, because he 
was elected entrepreneur of the year 2013. 

Veronika Bugaichuk and Johann Rohn

County Standard
At the end of last season I was put forward from 
Wakefield District to trial for County Netball 
across West Yorkshire.

The day of the trial came and I was extremely 
nervous.  I love netball so much because it is 
my passion and getting into County would be a 
dream come true.

I trialled on Saturday 7 September from 8.30 am 
to 4.00 pm along with 300 other girls.  I played 
four matches throughout the day as WD and 
GD.  On court you had to play your best netball 
and show off to the coaches to get spotted 
within two 7 minute halves.

I was so happy when I got my letter telling me I 
had made it onto the squad; finally all my hard 
work had paid off!  I look forward to training at 
County and working hard to push myself to the 
limit!

Georgia Green

Will Harrison, Josh Dawson and Joe Morton
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West Side Story

During the holiday I was lucky enough to 
see the National Youth Music Theatre’s
production of ‘West Side Story’ staged at the 
Victoria Warehouse in Manchester. Quite simply 
it was one of the finest productions of any show 
I have ever seen.

Of particular interest to Ackworth was the 
casting of Riff, the leader of the Jets, played by 
Dominic Harrison. Dom was on spellbinding 
form and he and the other members of the 
company gave a stunning performance that will 
stay long in my memory.

Richard Vergette

Learning to Lead
‘Interesting and spontaneous’ was Alex Zeitlin’s view on the 
Leadership Day.  Collaboratively, we took part in a series of 
mentally and physically demanding tasks that enabled us to 
develop as leaders. My favourite challenge was the ‘Towers of 
Hanoi’ which our team completed with a positve and humorous 
spirit.

Bradley Worsley

New Staff
The first few days have 
been hectic but both staff 
and students alike have 
been extremely supportive.  
The smiles on the faces on 
their return to Ackworth 
after the long summer 
indicated the pleasure at 
sharing this community 
atmosphere.  I look 
forward to meeting you all 
properly and I am excited 
about continuing the 
development of the Sports 
Department at Ackworth.

Andrea Thomas 
Head of Sport 

I have really enjoyed my 
first few weeks at Ackworth.  
Staff and students have 
given me a warm welcome 
and made me feel part of 
the community spirit.

Emma Speake
Design & Technology 
Teacher

Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award
We had high hopes that the royal who would be 
giving out the awards would be Prince William. 
Alas, we were wrong and it was Prince Edward 
who gave the speeches.
 
Paul Nurse gave out the awards. In case you are 
unfamiliar with him, he won the Nobel Prize for 
Physiology and Medicine in 2001, for his work 
in the field of genetics and cell manipulation. 
Being scientists ourselves, we were VERY pleased 
to have the chance to speak to a Nobel Prize 
winner, who even let us hold his Prize! One 
step closer!

 
Tom Rudenko and Aaron Barnes

The Old Scholars’ Cup 2013
An Excerpt from the Citation:
‘The winner this year exemplifies the qualities that the Old 
Scholars were looking for when they first instituted this award: 
the winner has contributed positively to community life both 
within and outside school, but often behind the scenes, both 
metaphorically and, this year, quite literally. Rarely has the 
decision about who should receive this award been so easily 
made.

It is in the Fothergill Theatre where this person’s contribution 
has, perhaps been most obvious to his peers and to many 
staff, for he has for many years been the man masterminding 
the lighting. His calm and quiet efficiency have been much 
appreciated by dozens of performers and their teachers. But 
perhaps his strengths, and concern for the school, have been 
most exemplified by the efficient way in which he has trained 
other students so that, when he leaves school, there will be a 
smooth transition to the next person.

Ever the man behind the scenes making sure shows run 
smoothly, he is of course, Sam Jackson.’


