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I believe that the first steps of a child’s educational 
journey are very special and require much nurture, 
creativity, inspirational teaching and affectionate 
support. Having worked in Independent School 
settings for the past eight years and become an 
Early Years and French specialist teacher, I am 
honoured to have been given the opportunity of 
this post at Ackworth School. I feel truly excited 
at the prospect of leading Coram House Nursery 
and blessed to have a talented and experienced 
team of Early Years practitioners. I am keen to 
watch the children grow and flourish, and to build 
relationships with the families at Ackworth as we 
share and celebrate each individual child’s unique 
learning journey. After visiting Coram House 
Nursery in recent weeks it has only reinforced my 
initial view that it is a truly special place to be. 

Wishing you a happy and safe Christmas holiday 
and I look forward to meeting you in January 2015!

Lucy Cruddas

Ackworth 
Welcomes 
New 
Nursery 
Manager

Whether it was singing, dancing or just acting, I really enjoyed practising 
and performing in ‘The Sound of Music’.  When I was younger I used to 
watch the film on repeat so being in it in school was a great experience.  
Everyone in the cast had great fun and I hope everyone who saw it had 
an enjoyable time.

Abigail Stretton Moore 

The Sound of Music

On Saturday 8 November I played in the 
Goole Tennis Centre under 18s final.  At the 
age of 11 this was the first time I have played 
against competitors much older than me.  
I played three matches to get to the final 
and was beaten 6-4 by a 17 year old. I was 
delighted to get my runner-up medal.

Joseph Fletcher  

Under 18s Tennis Runner Up

Gingerbread House – Creative Cooking
This activity was interesting and enjoyable. We learnt how to make and 
decorate a pretty gingerbread house.  We thought the decorating was the 
hardest part.  Miss Hodge had made it look easy!  We had to be very careful 
not to make our house fall down.

Vicky Chan and Nicholas Wang

Being in the ‘The Sound of Music’ was a brand new experience as 
I’ve never worked alongside such a dedicated cast and crew before.  
As I am new to Ackworth the prospect of performing alongside 
much older students was quite daunting.  However, I was made to 
feel very welcome and I hope you enjoyed the performance.

Maisie Waite



Head’s Message
What if the relationship between the school and 
its pupils were strengthened by allowing pupils to 
help re-design their school? The work produced 
in the Art and DT Departments convinces me 
that they would have no difficulty drawing murals, 
painting pictures to place on the walls or making 
furniture fit for purpose.

But this might lead to difficulties – paint on the 
floor, holes in the walls, health and safety – all 
these spring to mind. 

One addition to our wonderful school is to give 
the students a greater voice. We now have a 
School Council, with representatives from every 
form which meets regularly. Food and ICT are 
always on the agenda. There is a good reason for 
this – pupils probably know a thing or two about 
food, and they most certainly know a lot about 
technology. By inviting the Catering Manager and 
the IT Technician to meetings, a connection takes 
place. Essential issues are resolved and changes 
can be made immediately. Pupils are kept informed 
and leadership opportunities are created. It is 
good for pupils to know how a meeting works and 
for pupils to acknowledge that there are two sides 
to a problem. Ackworth is a small school. This 
offers many advantages other schools simply cannot 
provide and it means we can change faster too!

A respected student voice will make sure that 
students contribute more to decision-making. 
Ackworth is a very good school and I want our 
students to be involved in helping to create a 
school that works best for them. 

I am a great believer in technology; I use at least two 
different devices a day.  I have become dependent 
and cannot do without it! It must become easier 
at Ackworth to integrate and utilise technology 
without frustrating delays. It would be good to 
connect easily and quickly to friends at home and 
also to students in other schools through Skype, 
follow events as they happen around the world on 
the internet, move seamlessly into inquiry-based 
lessons led by teachers who have good access to 
technology. To this end, as students return from 
their Christmas break they will find a much 
improved Wi-Fi provision across the School. 

Anton Maree

Sixth Form Special
Ibrahim Mogra gave a very interesting talk.  I felt that the 
insight which he gave us into the Islamic faith was essential 
to show an alternative view of Islam from that which is often 
stereotyped or portrayed in the media. He explained that Islam 
is a religion of peace and that the faith doesn’t vary enormously 
from the central beliefs of other religions.

Thomas Milnes

Bake Off
We participated in the Ackworth Intermediate Inter-House 
Bake Off.  Miss Hodge presented us with two challenges – 
one practical and one technical.  The practical challenge 
was to make and decorate twelve identical biscuits with our 
own ingredients.  The technical challenge was to make a 
professional swiss-roll.  We enjoyed our day tremendously and 
were thrilled to hear that we had won!

Holly Rice and Lucy Allen

Dance Practice
Leading up to the Staff/
Sixth Form Dance we 
have had dance lessons 
after school. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed 
the chance to glide 
and strutt my stuff 
and I am sure others 
secretly agree!

Kurt Hope



Mace Debating 
Competition
On 10th November we went to Worksop College to 
take part in the first round of the English Speaking 
Union Schools’ Mace Debating Competition. We 
listened to two debates between different schools 
and argued hard in our debate. Although we did not 
get through to the next round, it was a stimulating 
experience and we will be back next year!

Gwen Casey

National Portrait Gallery
That’s not a photograph that we’re studying, it’s a painting.  

We visited the National Portrait Gallery and looked at the 
Grayson Perry exhibition before having a workshop that was 
planned. We saw some weird but wonderful pieces of Art 
which demonstrated the diverse approach artists have had to 
portraiture.

We had a fabulous day!

Robert Elwis & Lauren Nixon

Ackworth School welcomed a group of 28 
students and their teachers from Indonesia this 
term for one week. The pupils are currently 
studying at SMP Lab School Kebayoran, Baru. 
They had an excellent level of English and 
thoroughly enjoyed attending our academic 
lessons. The week reached a climax with a 
fabulous concert in the Fothergill Theatre.

Marion Mitchell

Lunchtime Concert
On Wednesday 5th November we were treated to a Lunchtime 
Concert featuring three German students: Jakob Ude, Katrin 
Dorfs and Maria Radisch, and also Theo McAlindon and the 
Woodwind Ensemble. I enjoyed performing with the Woodwind 
Ensemble and also listening to the skills of the other performers. 
I would like to perform again and hope that other people will be 
able take part as well.

Rachel Swales

Black Belt Success
After five years of training, with double 
sessions each week for the last year, and 
five sessions in the week running up to 
the event, I finally took my black belt 
grading in Doncaster. I was very nervous 
but remembered all the patterns and 
sparring moves to finally gain my belt in 
Tae Kwon Do.

Dan Tate

An Indonesian 
experience...



Paris Art Trip
A group of Upper and Lower Sixth students 
went on an Art Trip to Paris.  We went to 
the many Art Galleries but our favourite was 
Pompidou.  We also visited Notre Dame and 
the Eiffel Tower.  Overall, this was a very 
memorable experience.  Thank you to Miss 
Rose and Mr Bootyman for taking us.

Hester Jackson and April Austin

On Thursday 18th September Ros Wilson presented 
an education seminar ‘Talking with Children’ to staff, 
parents and friends. 

Ros is widely acknowledged as the expert for teaching 
children how to write.  Her work has been published by 
Oxford University Press, Andrell Education and others.

We were delighted to welcome Ros Wilson to Ackworth 
School for a wonderful evening of humour and engaging 
advice on improving children’s writing. Ros focused 
particularly on how children need to hear and use 
new language repeatedly in order to absorb and use it 
effectively in their writing. 

Linda Armstrong

Powerful Talk 
Produces Powerful Writing!

Wilberforce Museum
Recently the Third Year went to the 
Wilberforce Museum, a museum which 
focuses on slavery.  We took part in several 
activities including:  gathering evidence, 
examining artefacts and debating the 
positives and negatives of slavery.  There 
were some interactive displays in the 
museum and a lot of information.  When 
we had finished collecting facts we went 
over to the court house to debate; half of 
us argued for slavery to continue and the 
other half argued against it.  Since slavery 
was introduced in the 1800s, it has been 
highly controversial and we recreated the 
arguments that many people had before 
us.  In the end the groups arguing against 
slavery came out victorious.  It was an 
enjoyable and interesting experience.

Jack Gardner

British Squash 
Champion
I beat five people at Manchester and 
did not drop a game but have had to 
work very hard, training every day for 
two hours.

I was very nervous and had to be on 
my top form.  When I was 2-0 up I felt 
very confident in myself as I started 
to go for more shots.  When I won I 
felt amazed because it didn’t feel like I 
had just won the British Closed Squash 
Championship.

Sam Todd

Squash Win
I was ready, my final match was about 
to start, and as I stared at the court the 
nerves were getting to me.  However 
it was my chance to shine and as I 
hit the winning shot my heart started 
racing.  I knew I had won!

Ben Sockett



Charity Week
Buns were sold, sponges were thrown, doughnuts and hot dogs consumed, 
own clothes were worn and of course the spectacle of the staff and sixth 
form entertainment occurred. Charity Week was an enjoyable week had 
by all, with new pupils in awe of the weird and wonderful things staff and 
students were prepared to do in order to raise money for the charities 
Candlelighters and Task Brazil. 

Sarah Roche

National Science Quiz
Recently, Charlotte, Rhys, Libby and I 
travelled to Moorlands School in Leeds 
to take part in a National Science Quiz 
Competition. I was nervous about taking 
part with the team. The quiz master 
was really funny and stopped me being 
nervous. Some of the questions were 
hard, but I knew some of them. Our team 
was doing well at the start, but then in 
the middle of the quiz we dropped from 
first place to third place as the questions 
got trickier. However, we made it back to 
second place because we worked really 
well as a team. We held onto this even 
through the 80 point and 100 point 
questions in the last round. We were all 
very pleased to have gained second place 
in the competition and Mrs Jordan and 
Mr Grogan were extremely proud of us.

Max Cooper

At half-term, during a trip to London 
with my classmate Uma, we had a tour 
of the Houses of Parliament.  After 
being invited by Jon Trickett MP 
we were greeted in Portcullis House 
before heading over to the Houses of 
Parliament. We were lucky enough to 
see the House of Commons, the House 
of Lords and the Queen’s Robing Room. 

Eleanor Morris

Horse Riding
I went horse riding recently on a weekend 
activity. It was my first attempt at riding and 
I really enjoyed it.  

At first I was a bit apprehensive but then 
I got used to the horses and now I hope to 
have more lessons in the future. 

Aitalina Semenova

Invitation to the Houses of Parliament
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Advice 22
Respect the wide diversity among us in our 
lives and relationships.   Refrain from making 
prejudiced judgments about the life journeys 
of others.  Do you foster the spirit of mutual 
understanding and forgiveness which our 
discipleship asks of us?  Remember that each 
one of us is unique, precious, a child of God.

Rain 

Today luck was not on our side,

As fate and weather did collide.

We went to Hornsea to see the cliffs,

But all we saw was rain and mist.

We studied erosion and longshore drift,

We did learn, but our trip was swift.

In the rain and terrible weather,

I’m glad that we all suffered together.

The cliffs were made of chalk and clay,

And overall we had a great day.

Lauren Nixon

Sports Tour
The sports tour to Rotterdam 
was amazing. We were 
kept very busy playing and 
watching sport. The tour 
gave us the opportunity 
to mix with other pupils 
and teachers. We all really 
enjoyed the trip. 

Harvey Kane

PSA Events
Spring Term 2015
Family Quiz Night 
Friday 6th February, 7pm, the very 
popular family quiz night with  
fish and chip supper 
Ticket details in January.

Sportsman’s Dinner 
Saturday 14th March, Sportsman’s 
Dinner with speaker, auction and disco. 
Tickets details in January.

Please contact Ruth Roche at  
PSA@ackworthschool.org.uk if you 
would like to be involved with PSA.

Thank you for your support

Old Scholar Returns!
Old Scholar, Colin Moxon, returned to School in an unusual mode of transport.  

Our Reception children have been looking at people who help us and have been 
visited by many parents who have been wonderful enough to come and talk about 
their jobs.  They have had dentists, opticians, a vet, a doctor, just to name a few and 
finally Colin arrived...with tractor.

The children thoroughly enjoyed his visit especially his son Ollie who was celebrating 
his 5th birthday. Dad arrived with both tractor and birthday cake.  What a fantastic 
morning.  Thanks go out to all our parents who have helped this term.

Sally Slater


