Greetings Easter Gatherer!
Easter 2017 is a long weekend, beginning lunchtime on Friday 14th April and finishing at breakfast
on Tuesday 18th April. The programme is currently being planned and will hopefully provide another
fun-packed weekend of events and activities to keep you all occupied over Easter.
This year you are receiving your booking forms earlier than ever before! Over recent years, feedback has been
that if the booking information is received earlier, more of you will come – so I have high hopes of increased
numbers this year! If you happen to lose your booking form before you fill it out and return it, copies can be
printed from the file on the Old Scholars section of the school website.
As mentioned last year, we couldn’t keep the prices the same as Easter 2013 prices forever. However, you will
notice on your forms that there are 2 sets of charges for residents this year, and if you return your booking
form and payment by 31st December 2016 then you will benefit from a 5% early booking discount, and will still
be able to enjoy Easter Weekend at the 2013 prices! As the day visitor and camping charges were only
introduced for the first time last year, these have not been increased, and therefore have not been discounted.
A reminder about the 2 categories of day visitor:
1) An Exclusive Day Visitor - this is for those who just want to pop into school for a few hours, meet friends
and wander around, as paying this small charge does not include meals, does not include programme
activities, and does not include use of any of the school facilities (such as the sports centre/swimming
pool/music concert/etc)
2) An Inclusive Day Visitor - this is for those who intend to spend most or all day at school, and paying this
charge includes lunch and dinner (even if only one meal is eaten), includes all programme activities and
includes use of all facilities.
In addition to the above, we are also accepting bookings for camping again this year. You are welcome to sleep in
your own tent or caravan/campervan if you would prefer to do so rather than sleep in school. We are unable to
offer a proper campsite or proper camping facilities; there are no electric hook-ups, no waste water facilities,
and no elsan disposal points. We are offering a pitch on a field for a tent, or an area of hard-standing for a
camper/caravan, with washrooms/showers/toilets/car parking a short walk away. The charges for the camping
tariff include breakfast, lunch and dinner, as well as all of the programme activities and use of school facilities
(sports centre, swimming pool, etc.)
We have tried to keep the charges as low as possible for both residents and day visitors, in the hope that we
can attract lots of people and break even.
If you are planning a reunion this year, please do let me know so that we can advertise it on the website and on
Facebook pages.
An electronic version of the programme can be sent to you if you email to request it - aosaeaster@yahoo.co.uk.
Please note that the final programme will not be available until just before Easter, but a draft programme will
be available in the New Year. We will also post the details onto the website and Facebook once they have been
finalised: www.ackworthschool.com/easter-gathering
As usual, we will be agreeing with school before Easter the final accommodation and meal numbers which will be
based on the numbers who have booked in 10 days before the weekend. Please ensure you have returned the
enclosed booking form, or spoken to Sal or John by 25th March 2017 at the latest.
Please remember to bring your smart clothes on Saturday night for the Formal Dinner if you are eating in school
on Saturday evening, swimming costumes and towels for the pool, and also a reminder that towels are not
provided with accommodation.
Our President, Nick, looks forward to meeting you in Centre Library for the President’s Welcome on Good
Friday.
We look forward to seeing you!
With Best Wishes,
Sal and the Easter Team
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