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Presidential Profile - Peter Speirs
Peter was born in Heswall, in the Wirral, in January 1947. His family lived in West Kirby, which was Peter’s 
home for the first twenty years of his life. His mother’s family originated in Halkyn, in north Wales, where 
they had been involved in lead mining for several generations, and his father’s in Liverpool, where there was 
a family printing firm. The Wirral was well placed between the two, and offered views of both family homes. 
Peter has maintained links with both areas, and has enjoyed exploring something of the background of each 
of these family lines.

Peter attended Ackworth School from 1958 to 1964, following in a tradition which started with his father’s 
generation. Peter’s grandfather had died at an early age, leaving four young children, and Liverpool Friends 
Meeting assisted his grandmother in providing a Quaker education for the three boys, Claude, Geoffrey and 
Arnold. Each, together with their sister Edith, chose Ackworth for the education of their children. More recently, 
Peter’s granddaughter Hester attended Ackworth from 2003 to 2008. 

After leaving Ackworth Peter trained as a quantity surveyor, initially following a four year course at Liverpool 
College of Building, and then completing two years of professional practice in London before qualifying as a 
chartered surveyor in 1970. His early experience in London involved some fascinating and important projects 
- planning for the National Theatre, the construction of Trellick Tower in Kensington, now a listed building, 
and the Barbican redevelopment - as well as a wide range of smaller projects.

Whilst living in Belsize Park in London, Peter attended Westminster Quaker meeting, then renowned for its 
Young Friends group, known as The Cellar Club. It was there that Peter met his future wife Anna, who had 
been born in York, where her father had taught at Bootham. Whilst wondering where to settle after marriage, 
a vacancy occurred for a warden at Heswall Meeting House, the meeting of Peter’s childhood; Peter and Anna 
were appointed as joint residential wardens, it being understood that Peter would follow his career in Chester, 
whilst Anna would care for the Meeting House and its visitors.

With the imminent arrival of children, Peter and Anna moved to Chester, as the wardens’ accommodation 
was really too small for family life. Ella was born in 1973; Matthew followed in 1975. Ella has since had a 
daughter of her own, Hester.

Peter continued to work in Chester, in employment for almost twenty years, and then in self employment, 
running his own business, for another eighteen years. Both of these periods were very wide ranging in the type 
of work that Peter undertook. In the large office, several prestigious projects came along, including work at 
St George’s Hall in Liverpool, St Philip’s Cathedral in Birmingham, Penrhyn Castle, and the Tate Gallery in 
Liverpool. Peter also spent some time working in Germany, initially on the Staatsgalerie in Stuttgart, and later 
on other projects. In his own practice, work was mostly more local, but by developing contacts in the industry 
Peter became engaged in building grandstands at Leicester, Wetherby and York Racecourses, exhibition buildings 
for the Royal Welsh Show, and some major projects at Chester Zoo, as well as numerous ‘bread-and-butter’ 
schemes in the Cheshire and Merseyside areas.

Although Peter still lives in Chester, in 1995 he had the opportunity to design and build a small house of his own 
on the slopes of the Clwyd hills near Denbigh in north Wales, where he lived for about twelve years. Following 
retirement in 2007, and a wish to be less dependent on a car, a move back to Chester seemed sensible, although 
Peter still spends some time in Denbigh.

Peter has been involved with Quaker work throughout his life, including service on Ackworth School Committee 
between 1990 and 2004. Currently he is clerk of the Quaker Peace Studies Trust, and chairman of the local 
Churches Together. Peter has always been involved in musical activities, including choral singing with the 
Ellesmere Port Music Society and with the Chester Festival Chorus, and with drama, in various theatre groups in 
and around Chester, including the Chester Mystery Plays and two light operatic societies. Peter enjoys walking, 
and occasionally a little climbing, and has completed most of the Munros in Scotland, many in the company 
of fellow old scholar Stewart Huntington. 

Being invited to be President of the AOSA came as a surprise to Peter, not having been greatly involved in Old 
Scholars’ activities, but it was a pleasure and an honour to accept, and Peter is now enjoying travelling to meet 
Old Scholars in different parts of the country.
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GuIlD SECRETARIES

Manchester Marguerite Hill, 2 Birch Cottages, Werneth Low, Hyde, Cheshire SK14 
3AD  Tel:0161 368 2742  Email: tony.margueritehill@icloud.com
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HAvE yOu MADE A WIll?

And if so, have you left anything to Ackworth School? It is true to say that many of the 
facilities which we take for granted at Ackworth would not exist if it had not been for the 
generosity of generations of Ackworth Old Scholars.  For many years, legacies have enabled 
the School to develop capital projects and to create bursaries and scholarships which would 
otherwise have been impossible.  Like most independent schools, Ackworth is dependent 
upon the generosity of its Old Scholars and friends to enable it to continue to offer the high 
standard of education which it has been able to do over many years.

The School Committee is grateful to those Old Scholars and others who have felt able to leave 
bequests to the School both large and small. These have been used to provide improvements 
such as the Sports Hall, Music Centre and Fothergill Theatre and also to provide bursary 
assistance and scholarships enabling pupils to be educated at Ackworth where otherwise 
it would not have been possible.  Recent bequests range from gifts of collections made at 
funerals, musical instruments and cash donations;  some as much as £250,000.  All gifts, large 
or small, are gratefully received.

If you wish to help the School in this way, it would be helpful if the following form of words 
could be used:

“I give and bequeath the sum of £.......... to the Trustees for the time being of Ackworth School 
1950 Trust (registered charity number 1056414) as constituted by a Deed dated 4th December 
1950 to hold the same upon the trusts therein declared.”

Thank you for giving this matter your consideration.
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FOREWORD 2015

I know just how David Moyse felt when he took over from Sir Alex Ferguson as Manager of 
Manchester United.  Anne Telford-Kenyon is in the same league as Sir Alex, both in longevity 
in the position and in the universal respect both commanded during their respective tenures.   
I remember Anne when we were at school, overlapping our time there for a single year.  Her 
Upper 6th group was the one we aspired to be like when we were older; Chris Stephenson was 
Head Boy, Rena Heslop was Head Girl, and Anne was full of fun! 

Anne has been very supportive of me in my new role, which I hope will not follow the David 
Moyse pattern.  We all thank her for her long tenure as editor and wish her well in the future.

It was only after accepting the position of editor of the Annual Report, that people started to show 
concern that I was happy about it, but no skeletons have leapt from the cupboard since then.

It is in my brief to oversee the transition from the Annual Report being a printed booklet to 
an online publication.  Two years ago it was suggested (in the 2013 Report) that Old Scholars 
might soon be asked to ‘opt in’ if they wanted to receive a printed Annual Report.  This time 
has now come, this being the final report in this format.  From 2016, the default report will 
be downloadable online, but you may opt to continue receiving a printed copy, though this 
is likely to be in a different format. If, like so many, you have proudly collected A.O.S.A. 
Annual Reports for many years, the new printed version is unlikely to match your collection 
of the bookshelf.

The good news is that there will be fewer restrictions placed on what is possible to include in 
an electronic publication. No longer will we be restricted to a limited number of colour photos 
(due to the extra cost).  This year’s online version of the Annual Report includes a few small 
enhancements, giving a taste of the benefits of the electronic format - benefits that will increase 
along with the technology.  I like to think the A.O.S.A. Annual Report will become more like 
the Potteresque Daily Prophet than the Report we are familiar with.

That said, I have always looked forward to the day the Annual Report lands on my doormat.  
I generally read it from cover to cover, and then continue to dip into it during the following 
year.  I am not alone in appreciating the report just as it has been for many years, but we now 
have a way forward to ensure its continuity for the near and distant future. 

David Wood
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MARkETING

We have just returned from the summer break to a very busy school. The pupil roll 
has increased from 436 to 480 students, and over the summer we added 20 additional 
beds to Boys’ School House to accommodate the extra boarders.

Coram House Nursery has blossomed following our decision to refurbish and extend 
our opening hours, and the new Sixth Form Centre is eagerly anticipated by our new 
and returning Sixth Formers.

As planned, our social media presence has taken off this year – do please follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter. Work is also already underway to upgrade our School website 
into a fully responsive site which will also be more effective.

Ackworth Today continues to highlight, in printed format, our news from throughout 
the year. Please keep sending us your news, which we also now feature on our School 
website.

Marion Mitchell.

EASTER 2016

Easter 2016 is a long weekend from lunchtime on Friday 25th March until breakfast 
on Tuesday 29th March. Another fun-packed programme of activities and events is 
being arranged, as always there will be something for everyone. 

If anyone has any ideas or requests for activities over the weekend, please let me 
know - especially if you are interested in running an activity.

When you receive your booking form for Easter 2016 you will see several changes 
in the format and layout. To comply with the terms under which we hire the school 
over Easter and for health and safety reasons we now need to keep a record of who 
is on school grounds each day. We are still working out how to best manage this and 
information about this and notes on completing the new forms will be sent out with 
the booking forms. So please make sure that you read the letter that accompanies the 
booking form this year.

We look forward to seeing you at Easter. 

Best Wishes,

Sal Wright & the Easter Team
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ACKWoRTH oLD SCHoLARS’ ASSoCiATioN 
SUBSCRiPTioNS

Subscriptions are due to be paid immediately on receipt 
of the Annual Report.

Please send to the District Secretary whose number is printed 
against your name in the List of Members.

 There are two classes of Subscriptions:

 1. Life Membership £210.00 minimum

 2. Annual  £ 15.00 minimum

The Membership Secretary will be pleased to provide the appropriate form 
for those wishing to pay their Annual Subscription by Standing order through 
their bank.

To: District Secretary  Date ........................................................................

i enclose my Subscription.
PLEASE   PRiNT

Name  ................................................................................................................

Address  ............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

..................................................................... Post Code .....................................

Telephone .................................................... Email  ..........................................

Occupation ........................................................................................................

Interests .............................................................................................................

Amount £  ......................  At School from .........................to  .........................

Please provide a stamped addressed post card or envelope if you require a receipt.

✄
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HOST INFORMATION
NAME/S FULL ADDRESS

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

 

Tel. No.  ..................................................Email ....................................................................

ATTENDED ACKWORTH FROM ...........................................  TO ..................................

Nearest Airport .................................................................

Railway Station ................................................................

ADDITIONAL/SPECIAL INFORMATION

..............................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................

SIGNED ...............................................................................................................................

LoCALiTy:

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE



PARKING SPACE
YES NO

No. ______ SINGLE/S No. ______ DOUBLE/S No. ______TWIN/S

A.o.S.A.  TRAVELLERS’  PASSPoRT



TOWN COUNTRY COASTAL

✄



13

Dear Old Scholars 

After several years of searching, we now have a new Editor of the Annual Report.  As we have been 
suggesting for some time, the cost of producing the Report has been steadily increasing and the 
costs of postage have become prohibitive.  This results annually in a deficit of approximately £4,000 
of expenditure over subscriptions received. 

In accordance with the decision made at the AGM, we are now confirming that this will be the last 
edition of the report in its current format.  The Report in its new format will available online with 
effect from 2016 and a paper edition will ONLY BE AVAILABLE TO THOSE WHO OPT IN.  If you still 
wish to receive a printed copy you need to fill out the enclosed pro-forma and return it to the 
Ackworth Old Scholars Association.    

We are looking at a change of format for the printed edition, possibly similar to the School Magazine 
– Ackworth Today.  The report will continue to provide details of the Association President, a 
financial statement, a report of the AGM and other items from the Easter Weekend, also Births 
Deaths and Marriages, Open Day and the Old Scholars Cup. 

We ask that reports of Guild Events, and photos be sent to the AOSA email – 
AOSA@Ackworthschool.com  We hope that these will be posted on the website as they arrive, 
keeping the website up to date with current events. 

As stated the report will be published on the website, but an email alert service can be used to direct 
you to the latest edition.  For this we need a current email address, so ask you to either use the pro-
forma to inform us of your email address, or email the Association at AOSA@Ackworthschool.com  

One extra advantage of opting for an online version of the Report for those with failing eyesight, is 
of course that you can enlarge it! 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

PLEASE RETURN TO AOSA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE c/o the School 

AOSA Liaison, Ackworth School, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF7 7LT 

Please complete ALL details 

NAME ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

POSTCODE ……………………………………….. EMAIL …………………………………………………………………………………… 

YEARS AT SCHOOL …….….…  -   ..………..…    

I WISH TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE A PRINTED COPY OF THE ANNUAL REPORT 

 

I WISH TO RECEIVE AN EMAIL WHEN THE REPORT BECOMES AVAILABLE 

✄
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ANNuAl MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the Ackworth Old Scholars’ Association was held in 
the Fothergill Theatre on Saturday 4 April 2015 at 5.00 p.m.

Nick Smith: Old Scholars and friends.
Happy Easter everybody and welcome to the Ackworth Old Scholars’ Association 
Annual General Meeting 2015.  We start with apologies and greetings; - Janet.

Janet Blann: It’s so nice now that they have all been amalgamated into one list 
because before, it was how do you sort out whether it’s an apology or a greeting 
because it was usually both.  So now we have one list, people who have apologised 
and sent greetings and they are:-

 Shirley Day
 Peter and Binkie Norris
 George and Margaret Bunney
 John and Margery Bunney
 Alison Tyas
 Martin and Mary Rowntree
 Mary Dunning
 Kathrine Bell
 Norman Fryer
 Nic Banks, Valeria, Sofia, Cristian and Bianca
 Geoff Banks
 Richard Telford – Bergen
 David Telford – Portugal
 David Kenyon – Alabama
 Robert Taylor - Australia

Are there any apologies or greetings from the floor? (From the Hall) Jill Rabong 
(Australia) and Sheila Evans (Plymouth), David Scales.

Thank you.

Nick Smith: Thank you for that Janet, but it’s your turn now to give the General 
Secretary’s report.

Janet Blann: Presidents Michael and Marjorie, Old Scholars and friends.

Following on from last year, we are again offering you a shortened AGM with only 
General Secretary, Treasurer, Easter Secretary and School Committee reports.  I 
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shall try to include details of the work of other officers of the Executive Committee 
in my report.

The Committee has met three times during the year and since September has welcomed 
input from the new head Anton Maree.  One of Anton’s first projects in school has 
been the refurbishment of the library.  Anton was very impressed with the standard 
of our library and was keen to update it to create a welcoming workspace for today’s 
students.  Key to the refurbishment was the restoration of the old workstations and 
chairs, and the removal of some of the more “modern” additions installed in the 
1970’s.  If you have not seen the results, I urge you to do so.

In September, our Liaison Officer Clare Pugh – whose main role in school was as 
the Deputy Head’s secretary, left us for a new position closer to her home.  This has 
left a big gap as we appreciated all that she did for the Association.  Jeffrey Swales 
has a new secretary who at present is just keeping up to date with emails sent to the 
Association address and forwarding them on to relevant officers, and that is Sarah 
Bentham who is the daughter of Fred Davis.  At present she is not keen to take on too 
much until she has got to grips with her key role in school, we are hoping to persuade 
her to join us in the near future. 

One of Clare’s main tasks had been working with Mike McRobert the Membership 
Secretary, merging the School and the Old Scholar Databases, using new software; 
unfortunately this had not been completed and it took some time to work out where 
she was up to in order to continue.  Anton’s wife, Alison, has stepped in to help with 
this and is making good progress.  Clare also regularly updated the website, so we 
do offer apologies that this has not been done regularly during the year, we do now 
hope to remedy this ……. More later!

We are keen to update all our database entries and would like to ask all Old Scholars 
whether or not you are a member of the Association to fill in a form in the Visitors’ 
Room giving us your address, phone number and most importantly of all, email 
address – even if you think we already have all your details!  You can thereafter 
update your details on the website as it includes a link for this purpose.

Much of our discussion during the year has been about the future of the Annual 
Report.  After 30 years of hard work, constant pestering and interrogation of Old 
Scholars for news of their lives, Anne is being let off for good behaviour!  (Laughter)  
We hope we have found a new editor…. More later!  I’m sure you would all wish 
to join me in thanking Anne for all her work on the Report and on the Executive 
Committee in general over the last 30 years.  Thank you Anne.  (Long applause)

As I have already mentioned we do have an Editor Elect, who has been doing sterling 

A.G.M.
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work on the Old Scholars’ Facebook page, downloading photos including the whole 
school photo of 1967, in which with the help of various Facebook friends, all the 
pupils and all but 3 staff have been identified.  The Facebook group currently has 
622 members and is continuing to grow.  We hope to be able to reach out to some 
of the younger Old Scholars through this page, it is a useful medium for passing on 
information regularly.

Our new editor hopes to be able to update the Old Scholars’ website regularly with 
news and photos or events involving Old Scholars throughout the year, these can 
then be uploaded to form a part of our Annual Report.

The moment has come when we will be saying farewell to the Report in its current 
form!  This year will be the last time we will be publishing a printed copy in the 
familiar Green, Grey or Yellow binding.  We will continue to compile an Annual 
Report using reports from the AGM, School and information gleaned from Old 
Scholars during the year all of which may have previously been published on the 
website.  Those wishing to continue to receive a printed copy will now be asked 
to OPT IN – i.e. if you don’t complete and return the slip in the 2015 Report you 
will no longer receive a paper copy.  Our recommendation is that the printed report, 
this year, will only be sent to Life Members and those who are paying an annual 
subscription.  The cost of producing and posting a paper version of the Report in its 
current form is in the region of £9,000 per year, and the total received annually in 
subscriptions is approximately £5,000.  Even with my limited Maths ability I can 
see these sums don’t add up.  We envisage that at this point annual subscriptions 
will only remain payable by those requesting a printed copy of the Report.  One 
advantage of an online version of the report is that you can enlarge it!

Talking of Maths - unfortunately our Treasurer, Jennifer Sheard feels that since the 
birth of her daughter Isabelle in December, she is no longer able to continue as 
Treasurer.  She assures us it is not a difficult job, requiring mainly the ability to 
manage a spreadsheet!  So, one post filled, another one vacant – which I am happy to 
report we have now filled – more later!  Jennifer is not able to be with us tonight due 
to baby bedtimes, but her report will later be given by Mike McRobert.

Work has continued during the year on the Arboretum overseen by Kevin Chambers, 
the Head Groundsman and Andrew Ward, Head of 6th form and Biology.  The 
project is nearing completion and at least one of the final trees will be planted by 
our Presidents tomorrow.  Andrew Ward will be retiring in July, we wish him well 
and thank him for his vision of this project and perseverance to see it completed.  
Andrew hopes that “Walking the Trail” will become an Easter tradition, maps of the 
trail should be available in the Visitors Room later in the weekend.
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As already mentioned, this year we welcome the birth of Isabelle Sheard, daughter 
of Jack and Jennifer Sheard in December 2014.  Deaths reported so far have been 
Herbert Simonite, (Catering) Joyce Sargent, David Jones, Barbara Waddington and 
Peter Lambourn.  Peter’s memorial in Wilmslow was well attended by some 20 
Old Scholars.  We have fond memories of all these Old Scholars and staff.  Barbara 
Waddington on meeting the new first formers at bedtime in 1966, (my first year) 
welcomed me saying “Oh Janet Green in the green pyjamas, I shall remember that!”  
I didn’t wear green for nearly 20 years!  (Laughter)

Some interesting correspondence during the year came from David Beach, not an 
Old Scholar, but the son of former Maths Teacher George Beach.  David was born 
in the staff accommodation in Flounders, leaving in 1949 when his father took up 
a post in Huddersfield.  George died aged 76 in 1979.   David had recently come 
across a sheet of music written by his father with words being written by a 12 year 
old Michael Nuttall and was interested to hear news of him.

Michael is a member of the South West Guild and his sister Jeanette Crookes is 
a member of the East Coast Guild.  I received a copy of this music yesterday and 
hope to have a look at it over the weekend with help of Nici Causer and Nicola 
Hargreaves, and also send a copy to Michael Nuttall. (see pages 57-58)

It is always interesting to hear news of Old Scholars.  I’m sure our new editor will be 
only too grateful to continue receiving your news.  (Applause)

Nick Smith: Thank you Janet.  We now come to the Treasurer’s Report which will 
be given by Mike McRobert.

Mike McRobert reading Jennifer Sheard’s – Treasurer’s Report:
Presidents Michael and Marjorie, Old Scholars, Friends.
Apologies that I cannot be with you in person to give this report.  This report covers 
our accounting period to 30 June last year.  The financial statements were published 
in the 2014 Annual Report so I’m sure you all know them in detail already!

The Association continues to be supported by the School and the Grant in 2014 
remained at £10,000.  This support has continued into 2015 though we have been 
able to reduce the grant to £8,000 in another step towards removing the Association’s 
reliance on School funds.

The Association’s General Fund for 2014 showed a surplus of £1971 which was a 
reduction from the prior year due to increased Report costs and Association expenses.  
For the second year in a row, Easter Gathering struggled from lower visitor numbers 
and made a loss of £2,511.  The Association therefore made a small loss overall; 
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however the Association had total assets of £35,429 at the end of the financial year.

Please do recommend this Gathering to fellow Old Scholars so that we can cover 
the costs associated with opening the School over the Easter weekend and return 
the Association to a profit making position so that we can support the School in its 
activities.

Turning now to the current financial year which ends this summer; subscription 
income is insufficient to cover the costs of the Annual Report in its current format.  
A grant of £8,000 has been agreed with the Bursar and this will help to cover the 
shortfall and the Way Forward Group are making progress towards a more financially 
viable solution for future years.

By accepting this Report, you will be giving your approval to the accounts for the 
year ended 30 June 2014 so if there are any questions please do let Janet know and I 
will respond when I am back at the Gathering tomorrow.

Although this is only my second report to the AGM it will be my final report.  
The demands of a 16 week old daughter mean that I am unable to continue in the 
Treasurer’s role.  I do wish the new Treasurer and the rest of the Executive Committee 
all the best for the coming years.

Thank you.  (Applause)

Nick Smith: Thank you Mike.  We now come to the Easter Secretary’s Report given 
by Sal Wright.

Sal Wright: Good Evening.  I hope you are all enjoying the weekend so far and have 
been able to take part in some of the many activities on the programme this year. 

Discussions I had last Easter, following on from the Easter Challenge, raised some 
interesting questions, and I made a note to include some of this information in my 
report to you this evening.  My remit as Easter Secretary has always been to plan, 
organise and run the Easter Weekend Gathering, without making a profit, but without 
making a loss.  The aim has always been to try and break even.  At the time we set 
the prices for Easter, we have no idea who will be coming, what price categories 
they will be in, how long they will stay or how many meals they will eat.  This 
does make setting the prices to break even a little tricky!  This Easter is my 14th as 
Easter Secretary, and prior to this I spent 6 years assisting Cath and the Easter Team.  
When I first took over from Cath, and was responsible for the Easter finances, it was 
fairly straight forward - we generally made a small profit on long weekends, and a 
small loss on short weekends - so overall it evened out.  However, as the years have 
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gone by, numbers of those attending have been getting fewer, costs of running the 
weekend have risen, more losses have been made, and in recent years those losses 
have become more substantial.

Over the years, I have continued to put on a full programme of events and activities 
at Easter and as profits have dwindled, I have adapted and changed the programme, 
taking on the planning and running of more and more of the programme activities in 
order to keep the costs to a minimum and to ensure I continue to provide a varied and 
attractive programme.  At Easter 2013, I was responsible for 21 of the 40 programme 
items (52%) – at Easter 2014 I was responsible for 17 of the 29 programme items 
(58%).  This takes time and enthusiasm not only during the weekends, but also during 
the year, not to mention the logistics of making sure all the equipment and resources 
for the activities are transported up and down the country each year.  I have been very 
grateful to Chas Stuart this year, who kindly stored a lot of the Easter boxes in his 
garage for the year.  It also takes a dedicated and reliable team, to arrive early to set up 
before the weekend, to stay behind after the weekend, and to spend all their time in-
between working hard to make sure everything runs smoothly.  We are exceptionally 
lucky at Easter that so we have many talented individuals, who have given their time 
and expertise freely over the years, sharing their hobbies, experiences or professions 
at no cost, which has enabled me to offer you some extremely interesting and diverse 
programme items.  One thing I have learnt in organising Easter is that you can never 
please everyone, but I do try very hard to make sure that not only is there something 
for everyone, but that they are timetabled as carefully as possible to avoid too many 
clashes. 

The main costs at Easter are not for the programme content, but are for the hiring 
of the school; the buildings, the facilities and the grounds; for the catering; for the 
staffing, which for us at Easter includes 3 bank holidays.  Another big cost is having 
to provide fully qualified lifeguards in the swimming pool, even at the reduced rates 
we pay.  We are working hard behind the scenes to try and continue to run the 
weekend, and if anyone has any suggestions or ideas we would be very grateful.

I have been gradually implementing ideas from The Easter Challenge exercise, and 
this year I used the 2013 pricing structure in the hope that more people would book 
to stay in school and eat in school.  We have two accommodation areas we are not 
using again this year, and we are only using one dining room, despite numbers being 
up on last year. I can’t promise we will hold the 2013 prices again for Easter 2016, 
but I can assure you that I will do my best to keep any increase as small as possible.  
Numbers this year are slightly up from last year, which is definitely encouraging.  
However as last year’s numbers were very low, we still need to try and encourage 
more people to come to Easter.
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We have a requirement from next year to know who is on site at all times, so will 
be changing the booking form to allow for day visitors to book in advance.  We will 
still be able to have people turn up on the day, but everyone will be required to sign 
in.  Linking with this change, we will be implementing a day visitor charge.  Again, 
the details are still open for discussion – and there has been much discussion already 
– however it will be an all-inclusive charge to include all the activities, facilities and 
lunch.  I anticipate for ease and simplicity that there will be an individual fee, and 
a family fee, but nothing has been decided and I would welcome your thoughts.  I 
will post some information tomorrow morning on the noticeboards in the Vestibule, 
and hope that you will add your comments during the rest of the weekend.  As I said, 
we haven’t yet worked out the logistics of how it will work, but will make sure the 
information reaches you later this year.

The lead up to this Easter was a particularly chaotic one for me personally.  Life 
at home has been turned upside down since we bought an old cottage that required 
far more work than expected or anticipated.  We finally moved in at the end of 
November, but with only two complete rooms upstairs, and all of our belongings in 
storage bar the essentials for “camping” in a house resembling more of a building 
site, it was inevitable that Easter planning would be tricky at best.  However, I can 
promise no more address changes for some time!  Anne Telford-Kenyon has often 
mentioned gremlins in the report; in her retirement, they seem to have moved over to 
Easter!  Accidental omissions of the final sentence of each paragraph on the booking 
form letter meant that important information was missed off and it did not read as it 
should have.  This was entirely my fault for skipping the final proofread due to not 
being able to access a computer; I would particularly like to thank Mike McRobert 
and Jeffrey Swales for all the time and effort they put into sorting out the AOSA 
database this year, this should have appeared in the first paragraph - apologies to you 
both for this omission.

I would like to thank everyone who is involved over Easter weekend – behind the 
scenes and front of house.  Heather Jones and the school staff who work so hard on 
our behalf to ensure we have everything we need during the weekend, everyone who 
has contributed activities or events on the programme, John, Laura and Bill for all 
their continued help and support, and also all of you, for continuing to come along 
and support the Easter Gathering.  I hope to hear from many of you – not necessarily 
this weekend, as I never seem to manage to finish a conversation during Easter!  But 
please do contact me – by email or post – once you’ve had a look through the Easter 
Challenge displays.  In an effort to address the lack of younger old scholars at Easter, 
I organised my own year group 20 years on reunion for this year – we actually aren’t 
that young, but it certainly doesn’t feel like 20 years since we left!  So tomorrow 
there should be plenty of younger faces and I hope you will make them all feel so 
welcome that they feel they have to come back next year!  There are already plans in 
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motion for a huge reunion at next Easter – not one year group, but ten year groups!  
The Facebook 80s group has really taken off and momentum for the Big Reunion 
has really gathered enthusiasm.  I’m not sure yet where we’ll find for everyone to 
sleep, but that is next year’s challenge!  I hope you all enjoy the rest of this Easter 
weekend.  (Applause)

Nick Smith: Thank you Sal.  The next item is the report from the Old Scholars 
Representative on School Committee, given this year by Nick Seed.

Nick Seed - School Committee Report:
Presidents Marjorie and Michael, fellow Old Scholars and Friends.
I have been honoured to take up the role of one of our Association’s representatives 
on the School Committee for the period of four years from September 2014 to 
August 2018.

Although I am still new to this role, I find I have joined a committed group of 
committee members with the future success of the School at the very heart of 
everything they do.  These are exciting times for the School, but with a number 
of challenges particularly relating to boosting financial income by increasing pupil 
numbers.

Prior to my starting on the Committee in September the School had just said goodbye 
to Katherine Bell at the end of the summer term 2014 and I started on Committee at 
the same time that Anton Maree commenced as new Head.

Within weeks of joining the Committee I learnt the School was to be inspected by 
the Independent Schools Inspectorate between the 23rd and 26th September 2014 
and the subsequent report identified several areas for improvement, but many good, 
one excellent and one outstanding rating.  The report certainly convinced me that 
the School continued to excel in many areas and provided an excellent base for the 
Committee and new Head to move forward.  It was wonderful for a new committee 
member to quickly learn about many current aspects of the School.

I can report what I believe is a real determination from the new Head, his senior 
staff that I meet and also from other support department staff, catering, domestic and 
maintenance to ensure the School’s success in the future.

Developments of significant note over the last seven months:
• An increase of 22 pupils between September and February
• A complete refurbishment of the School Library
• Much improved Wi-Fi access
• Refurbishment of the main staff room
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• A continued focus on sport with significant rises in participation and success
• A new and increased focus on music
• A successful recruitment trip to Hong Kong and China
• Further refurbishment and development of the Nursery with increased weeks 

of opening

In conclusion, I look forward to continue being one of your representatives on the 
School Committee over the next few years.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch if 
required.  (Applause)

Nick Smith: Thank you Nick.  That brings us to the end of the Reports, can I now 
ask for a proposer and a seconder from the floor please?

Robert Gibson proposed the adoption of the Reports seconded by Martin Dickinson

Nick Smith: Thank you.  The next item is the nominations for the Officers of the 
Association for 2015 – 2016 and Representatives for Old Scholars to serve on School 
Committee.

Nici Causer: The nominations are:-
 Chairman Nick Smith
 General Secretary Janet Blann
 Treasurer Andy Ford
 Membership Secretary Michael McRobert
 Easter Secretary Sal Wright
 Assistant Easter Secretary John Golding (Reservations)
 Assistant Easter Secretaries Laura Wales (Entertainments)
  William Swales (            ”           )
 Editor David Wood
 Recorder of Memorials Annabel McRobert
 Colours Co-ordinator Richard Kenyon
 Photographer Charles Stuart
 Website Co-ordinator David Bunney
 Secretary to the Committee Jennifer Jones

 Old Scholar Representatives to Executive Committee
  Heidi Smith till 2016
  Cassandra Cartwright till 2017
  Luke Webster till 2018 TBC

This year, to increase the number of Old Scholar Representatives to School Committee 
to four, as agreed by Ackworth General Meeting, the nominations are:-

A.G.M.
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 Robert Lincoln Scholar 1964 – 1971
 Stewart Huntington Scholar 1957 – 1964
 TBC

Nick Smith: Thank you.  Is that list of names acceptable?
A resounding ‘yes’ comes from the body of the hall.

Nick Smith: Thank you.  Is there any other business?
No items were raised.

Nick continues: All I have got to say now is the date of our next AGM will be
Saturday 26th March 2016

The meeting closed at 5.35 p.m.

PhotograPhs
Chas Stuart has taken numerous photographs of the Easter Weekends 
and other events. These can be viewed either through ‘links’ section of 
the AOSA website (www.ackworthschool.com) or www.photoshow.net/
chaststuart.
A slide show of the albums is shown on Open Day to give a flavour of the 
Easter Gathering; the albums re available to view in the Visitors Room.
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pRESIDENTS’ ADDRESS

The members of the Committee have left the stage and the photographic screen has 
been lowered.  Michael and Marjorie have been seated in the main hall for the 
Annual General Meeting and now move forward to the area in front of the stage to 
deliver their address.

Nick Smith: Welcome everybody to the President’s Address.  The first thing I want 
to do is present a leather bound copy of the 2014 Report to Chris Jones.
Chris Jones receives the Report to a round of applause.

Nick continues: I now handover to Janet to give the welcome.

Janet Blann:  I tried to find out information about Michael and Marjorie over the 
years but actually around the time I was born they were actually attending my local 
meeting at Wembley.  They earned a reputation at school - everybody knew that 
Michael and Marjorie had various escapades.  I have been told about when they 
actually fell out.  They fell out after going to a concert in Leeds, I think it was, of Die 
Fledermaus and Marjorie thought it was a very flippant performance – a bit like some 
POP concert – and Michael was disgusted and they fell out.  I heard about Michael 
trying to visit the girls in Ackworth House and thinking he was being followed by a 
member of staff so he hid in the bushes only to discover that it was the Farm’s School 
cart horse (laughter).  He also enjoyed climbing and I believe he is going to allude 
to that later, he was caught climbing up the Laundry Tower but apparently to take 
photos – I hope he has photographic evidence, then we will believe him.

After falling out at school, two years later they came back to an Easter Gathering 
and love blossomed and here we are today – I give you our Presidents, Michael 
and Marjorie but first I would like to present you, Marjorie, with this basket of 
flowers, (applause) and we look forward to hearing your address and seeing this 
photographic evidence.

Michael: (laughing) Thank you very much Janet.  I just have one correction to that; 
I was not caught climbing the Laundry chimney, I would not have been here tonight 
had I been. (Laughter)

Marjorie:  Thank you Janet.  And thank you all very much for the opportunities in 
the last year to meet Old Scholars around the guilds – some we haven’t seen since 
we left school.  It has brought us closer to the school again, changed from what we 
and our family knew.  We’ve enjoyed it.

We accepted the job with the support of our family but neither we nor they knew 
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quite what it involved!  We’ve travelled almost 3,000 miles “on duty” but this 
evening we’d like to share something of our longer journey since we first met at 
Ackworth long ago.  Some pathways have not been our choice but we seem to have 
got to the right places in the end.  

Michael:  It’s been a very long journey so we’ll take a few short cuts.

We married in 1956, the same year that I faced two tribunals as a conscientious 
objector to military service.  As one alternative to the military, I was offered an 
option of 2 years forestry work.  After leaving Ackworth, I had worked in electrical 
engineering research with GEC at Wembley.  At school though, I had wanted to go 
into forestry.  A careers book in the library showed pictures of towering trees in the 
forests of the British Empire and elephants towing logs etc.  etc!  The opportunity 
now to take up forestry seemed providential – getting into it was easier said than 
done.  

You can get a job in forestry provided you have prior experience.  (Laughter)  A 
sympathetic forest officer took me on for a month’s trial and I stayed for 2½ years 
in a forest area scattered through the Yorkshire coalfield.  Not many elephants in 
that forest, (laughter) but that didn’t put me off, nor did digging ditches or planting 
a thousand or more trees a day.  (I was so fit at that time I could even keep up with 
Peter Norris in the Easter Badsworth!)  And I got promoted to Forest Worker Grade 
2, which meant an extra 3/9d (17½p) per week.

Marjorie:  I remember Michael’s first pay packet was £6.17.3 (£6.86).  Occasionally, 
with piecework, it rose to £15 a week gross though still subject to tax and insurance!  
We quickly got used to very simple living.  Our first child, David, was born in 1957.  
I became very fit as well, pushing a pram round a very hilly village to the shops and 
local clinic.  It was a big change in my life, though at the time it was quite usual for 
women to give up work on getting married and certainly on starting a family.

On leaving Ackworth (I had better exam results than Michael!), (laughter) I went to 
college in Wimbledon, training as a Junior School teacher specialising in music.  I 
then found a place teaching the top class in a local Junior School in my home town, 
Dewsbury.  The dreaded 11+ exam still ruled but I have happy memories not only of 
the exam preparation, but of the music I shared with those young people, especially 
singing.

Michael:  Towards the end of my time as a forest worker, with the backing of the 
local Forest Officer, I was accepted as a mature student into Edinburgh University 
to study Forestry.  I applied for a grant from West Riding County Council and was 
interviewed by the Education Committee.  They asked me what I would do to improve 
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the environment of our area.  We had a coal mine at one end of the village and two 
woollen mills at the other.  Air pollution was high and I often came home from the 
forest as grimy as though I had been down a mine myself.  My reply was too ready: 
“I’d shut a few mills down for a start.” I said.  The committee were people who 
probably still believed “Where there’s muck there’s brass!” The interview ended 
abruptly.  With no chance to explain, I lost that year’s grant which cost us money 
we could ill afford!  With each year’s exam results in the bag, grants were readily 
forthcoming – but never back-dated!  After three very happy and successful years at 
Edinburgh I graduated second in the year.  The one who beat me was another mature 
student, from New Zealand, a connection which influenced us years later.

Marjorie:  Michael likes to say he put his wife on the streets and went to university.  
It wasn’t quite like that! I taught in local schools for part of his time away.  I well 
remember taking David along with me and his joining the infant classes even though 
he was under age.  On his own initiative, he joined the older ones and was good at 
both reading and writing well before his 5th birthday.  Once though, another of his 
initiatives was to start emptying all the inkwells in my classroom.  I think it was 
washable ink! 

David, by then aged 5, attended Michael’s graduation.  Judith was born the year after 
and our family was complete.

But we are ahead of ourselves.  Where did all this begin?  Ackworth became fully 
co-ed as we reached fourth form.  On the first day of term, our form master, Jack 
Muschamp found us – co-ed – boys in one half of the room and girls in the other.  
He suggested we sit in alphabetical order and so the alphabet put Brooke behind 
Bliss for most of that year.  A relationship developed as we entered 6th form but it 
only lasted 6 months, during which though we went on the first post-war overseas 
outing from the school – to Paris at Easter 1949.  Together with three other staff, 
we were in the care of Ashton (“Tashie”) Watts who had taught us French.  Our 
French escort told us that Tashie was more French than the French (laughter) and 
the response wherever we went confirmed this.  We remember a brilliant itinerary, 
with performances at the Paris Opera and the Comedie Francaise, a civic reception 
at the Hotel de Ville and visits to Versailles and elsewhere – and shopping in a street 
market!

Two years after leaving Ackworth, Michael and I met again at the Easter Gathering; 
the spark was reignited and 4 years later we married.

Michael:  I enjoyed Ackworth though life here was pretty bleak.  I was probably not 
an easy child to teach and all too easily distracted.  (Yes I did take a camera to the 
top of the laundry chimney and I did climb out of a top passage window into Back 
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End – and back!)  A 4th form holiday in the Lake District with Jack Muschamp and 
David Long left me with a love of hill walking which continues today.  Philip Radley 
had come as headmaster the term before us; I feel it was from him that I absorbed 
the essence of what I understand to be Quakerism.  It wasn’t taught here – rather 
it was lived by those who ran the place.  Philip lived it in a way that spoke to me 
particularly.

My academic record was undistinguished.  I got a good School Cert (GCSE today) 
and flopped at Higher School Cert (A levels today).  Being made a prefect in 6th 
form wasn’t enough to engage a rather restless spirit.  What did absorb me and to 
some extent kept me on the rails was drama.  I took leading parts in school plays 
from 4th form onward.  I have memories of some very good plays.  Macbeth – “the 
Scottish play” – lived up to its reputation.  In one performance, at a key moment, one 
of our electricians saw two wires hanging loose which he thought should be joined 
(laughter).  There was a flash and a bang – and the king’s son Donalbain, on cue, 
rushed onto the stage shouting “What is amiss, what is amiss!?” (Laughter)   What 
was amiss was the entire electricity supply to the Fothergill.  A major fuse had to be 
located and repaired before we could proceed – or even see! 

Drama was run by Casto Alonso and Philips Harris, Casto directing with Philips 
doing the scenery and assisting the direction.  I still remember Casto up at the back 
of this hall shouting “Words! Words!” as we tried to project our voices.  These two 
joined Ackworth in the same term as us.  They ran weekly classes for upper 6th 
called respectively General English and General Science.  It was in these and in 
drama that I began to find a context for what was taught academically.  I still have a 
strong inclination to question rather than accept almost anything at face value.
We experienced the outside world through Saturday evening lectures.  Subjects were 
widespread – I remember wildlife ones and remote parts of the world were revealed 
to us.  Today, school trips visit these places!  One lecturer I remember, in view of 
what came later, talked about New Zealand and Maori culture in particular.

I finally left Ackworth ignominiously via Pontefract Infirmary minus my appendix.  
I was allowed back into school only for the last night of our final term.  I left though 
very grateful for what I had experienced and also for the generous financial support 
that had kept me here.  A feeling that I wanted to repay these influenced a lot of what 
came later.  

Marjorie:  My academic record was also not distinguished but it was good enough.  
Michael has mentioned his passion for drama – mine was for music.  Excursions to 
Sheffield and Leeds to concerts by the Hallé and other orchestras were important to 
me.  I had sung solos in the chapel at home.  Here at Ackworth I was soon singing 
soprano solos in Handel’s Messiah at Christmas and from other works at Open Day.  
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I continued this at college and later solo training, but gave it up prematurely.  It 
was good to come back to singing in the 1990’s when we both joined a community 
choir.  And it was a huge joy last November to be at the Royal Albert Hall to hear a 
choir of 1000 young people from schools across the south of England singing The 
Messiah, a choir which included our younger granddaughter, Freya, and others from 
her school.  

Michael:  On graduation, my New Zealand co-graduate suggested I try for the NZ 
Forest Service.  We deferred that idea because our second child was on the way.  
Briefly, I worked for a private forestry company whose main function was to help 
very wealthy people become wealthier through forestry investment – in short a tax 
dodge which didn’t endear them to me.  I wanted something more worthwhile.  

Through a friend in Wakefield I heard that West Riding County Council wanted 
someone to handle environmental work associated with highways.  As agents for 
the Ministry of Transport, the county’s engineers had, at design stage or under 
construction, about 80 miles of the M1 and M62 motorways and the dualling of 50 
miles of the A1.  I applied and got the job.  At that time very little attention was paid 
to the environmental side of motorway design, but my boss, the County Surveyor, 
wanted his motorways to be not only well engineered but good looking.  I did my 
best.  

Among other things, I experimented with grass seed mixtures for the moorland 
section of the M62, prepared plans and supervised tree planting on motorway margins.  
We conserved existing trees where possible and experimented with transplanting 
others.  I travelled the country testing timber for motorway fences and – I built 
gigantic mud pies at major interchanges, using thousands of tons of earth to try to 
make embankments look less artificial.  I drew simple contour diagrams which the 
engineers turned into volumes and levels.  In the end though it usually came down 
to a site visit where I would meet Paddy and his bulldozer (I met many different 
Paddys!).  I would wave my arms about to indicate what shape I wanted and Paddy 
would say “Yes sorr.  Yes sorr.” The following day I would find the job in progress or 
done – exactly as I wanted.  Those men used their huge machines with unbelievable 
delicacy – they were real artists!

The West Riding of Yorkshire was a wonderful area to serve, extending from the 
industry of the south to the Dales in the north.  Away from the motorways I dealt 
with anything environmental connected with several thousand miles of other roads.  
For example, with the County Wildlife Trust, we managed lengths of road verge for 
their special botanical interest.  At that time also, questions were raised about the 
uninformed use of chemical sprays on verges.  A simple experiment on a length of 
the A1 confirmed that most of this was harmful and it ceased.
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Marjorie:  We attended Wakefield Friends Meeting, very much a family Meeting 
with a good number of children.  We both helped to organise outings and weekends 
in the Dales and North Yorkshire Moors but we were still not Members of the Society 
of Friends.  One day came a letter from one of the Wakefield overseers asking us to 
“sign the attached and send it to the Clerk of Monthly Meeting.” “The attached” was 
a letter applying for Membership of The Society of Friends (laughter).  Our Friendly 
Overseer was not one to argue with, even if we had wanted and just 50 years ago, 
our application was accepted.   Less than two years after that, I became Clerk of 
Wakefield Meeting and around the same time Michael became Clerk of its Premises 
Committee.  And so began our involvement with the workings of Quakerism which 
at times has been frustrating and at other times has given us real joy and fulfilment.  

At that time, the Society of Friends depended very much on so-called non-working 
wives – nowadays they rely on retired folk!  Housework and parenting didn’t leave 
so much time for other things and something similar applied to Old Scholars.  While 
Michael was Membership Secretary for 20 years, it was inevitable that I shared in 
tracing missing persons and keeping the Membership List up to date – no computer 
in those days! 

Michael:  Local government reorganisation in 1972-74 saw my working area shrink 
geographically to a mere fragment of West Riding.  Previously the structure was a 
cooperative one of County, Municipal Districts, Urban Districts and Rural Districts, 
evolved and still evolving.  On paper it looked a shambles– but it worked!  The new 
Metropolitan Counties and Districts didn’t like one another from the start.  Some of 
us did try our best to make the new arrangement work.  But cooperation had gone, 
replaced by competition.  The AOSA President in 1972 was Margaret Martin; both 
she and her husband were stalwart members of West Riding County Council.  I well 
remember her telling me at Easter, “I shall never forgive Peter Walker for this!” Peter 
Walker was the government minister responsible.

My new employer, West Yorkshire Metropolitan County Council, became responsible 
for about 100,000 roadside trees.  When we got to terms with them we found many 
were in no fit state to be alongside public roads.  And most of the trees were outside 
people’s houses – people who either loved “their” tree or hated it.  I remember many 
phone calls that went: “Don’t get me wrong, Mr Bliss.  I like trees but (laughter)… 
the one outside my house….” And there would follow a list of all the faults of the 
offending tree!  We began a programme of replacement planting and met some 
monumental misunderstandings.  The articulate middle-classes make formidable 
opponents! (Laughter)  One Conservation Society was founded with the express 
purpose of opposing the efforts of me and my staff – but they became very good 
friends when they got to know us.
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The work we did on Dutch Elm Disease got quite favourable exposure on TV and 
radio.  This and other work led to my serving on several professional committees and 
national bodies – letters of appointment and reappointment to one of these actually 
carried a government seal!  This “outside” work gave me special satisfaction in what 
was otherwise a very uneasy working environment.

Marjorie:  In this period first David then Judith came to Ackworth, following us 
into the school.  David in particular, but Judith also, found themselves being taught 
by staff who had taught us.  Both of them made good progress and had unblemished 
careers.  They achieved much more than either of us had done, both at school and 
in later life.  Like his dad before him, David found his forte in drama, in plays now 
being directed by Philips Harris.  He also shook Michael one evening with a phone 
call home: “Dad, you know I wanted to go potholing?  Well I’ve found a club we 
can go with.  I’ve asked the head and he says ‘Yes, provided I can find someone 
to come with us.’ I’ve asked all the staff and no-one will come – will you?”  What 
could Michael say but “yes” and he began 10 years happy caving at an age when 
many cavers give up the sport.  He took small parties from the school on monthly 
club trips and some private trips as well.  Both boys and girls enjoyed these ventures 
including Judith.  When she later completed her Duke of Edinburgh’s gold award 
and was invited to receive it from the Duke at Buckingham Palace, the school gave 
us their staff invitation on account of Michael’s potholing involvement and, together 
with our parent one, we were both able to go.

Around this time I served on the Quaker national body, Meeting for Sufferings, 
meeting monthly in London.  It was an interesting period as we received reports of 
Quakers using their contacts in the world working for peace in places like Rhodesia 
(now Zimbabwe) and Israel/Palestine – unfinished business today.

Michael:  Meanwhile I joined the School Committee.  For lunch we dined with the 
school – no buffet meals in those days.  At my first such meal, I chatted sociably with 
the young people at my table little noticing how quickly they ate.  At the end of the 
meal the entire dining room was sitting silently – and impatiently – waiting for me 
to finish eating! (Laughter) I didn’t make that mistake again.

It was a rewarding period for the School though not through any special effort on 
my part.  Shortly before I came onto the Committee, Gordon McKee had become 
head and with his deputy, Mary Bradshaw and Bursar, Kenneth Limb we had a 
formidable management team.  The Bi-centenary Appeal and preparations for the 
1979 celebration were in full swing.  Redevelopment of the premises was beginning.  
The move of the library and arts centre to the East wing took place and the Junior 
Department was opened.  I was deputy Clerk for a while and became acting Clerk 
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when sadly our then Clerk, Nancy Whiteley, died.  This brought me closer to the 
running of the school and I remain deeply thankful for the commitment of all those 
who served here at that time.  

The abolition of West Yorkshire County Council in 1986 was a shock for the many 
staff who were displaced.  Someone responsible must have had a perverted sense 
of humour because it happened on April 1.  Reorganisation in 1972-74 had been 
a managed transition which provided continuity of service for the public and an 
opportunity for staff to relocate reasonably humanely.  This time it was quite brutal, 
pitching individuals into often unfair competition which brought out the worst in 
those who felt least secure.  All my staff found places – mostly outside Yorkshire.  
One of them described me as “the Marcel Proust of reference writing”! (Laughter)  
For me “early retirement” was the least bad option.

Very quickly and to my surprise, commissions began to appear and I became a 
“consultant” almost by default.  But, with the County Councils I had served the 
public over very large areas – now I only advised those who could afford to pay.  
Several who approached me only wanted me to help them by-pass environmental 
protection measures.  I realised that too many of those who could afford my fees 
were not really the sort of people I wanted to work for.  Before the end of a year I 
was far from happy with the situation.

Marjorie:  I was well aware of Michael’s unhappiness and we both felt in need of a 
change.  In the spring of 1987, travelling by car one day, one of us asked “Did you 
see that advert in The Friend this week?”

The advert was for a married couple as voluntary (unpaid) Resident Friends for a year 
at the Auckland Friends Centre in New Zealand.  Remembering the New Zealand 
contacts from years before, perhaps this was the change we needed.  We sent off for 
details, and then – Michael put out two discs in his back.  Our doctors prescribed 
bed rest and, after a fortnight, so great was the agony of movement neither of us was 
sure that he would ever walk again.  Both David and Judith played important roles 
in relieving the situation.  Somehow surgery was avoided and a referral negotiated 
to the Physiotherapy Dept. at Huddersfield Infirmary.  To help him understand the 
treatment, they lent him their textbook – it was written by a New Zealand physio!  
To begin with Michael was taken by ambulance – getting him out of the house 
resembled a mountain rescue exercise.  And then, I got a phone call from Auckland 
asking if we were still interested.  They had evidently made enquiries and wanted 
to appoint us.  In short, they kept the post open long enough for Michael’s back to 
respond to therapy.  We then put our possessions in store, put our house up for sale, 
handed over AOSA Membership matters temporarily to Anne Telford-Kenyon (as 
though she wasn’t doing enough already) – thank you again Anne! – and went to 
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New Zealand.

Michael:  Today New Zealand is just another long-haul holiday destination.  In 
1987 we knew no-one else even thinking of going.  Friends in Auckland gave us the 
warmest welcome.  There was even a copy of Marie Hartley’s print of Ackworth 
hanging in the hall to greet us.

Soon after we arrived, on a field trip with a local conservation group out in the bush, 
I realised that almost every tree was different from the others – and I didn’t know 
a single one of them.  The UK has 40 or so native tree species – New Zealand has 
over 200.  I started to learn New Zealand botany.  Even the weeds in the garden were 
different, though we did have grapefruit, lemons and oranges!

These weren’t the only differences.  There were cultural differences that we didn’t 
fully appreciate till we returned to UK.  Among other things, Kiwis tend to be quite 
direct in addressing one another.  A glimpse of this came not long after our arrival.  
I fielded a phone call one day – from a rural Kiwi.  “I’ve been looking in the phone 
book.  What’s this Society of Friends about?” I did my best to explain Quakers and 
their Christian origins – it was just coming up to Christmas.  “I don’t know about 
all that.” said the caller, “I’m coming up to Auckland next week.  I need somewhere 
to park my trailer” I had to confess that Quaker doctrine was vague on the matter of 
trailer parking (laughter).  “You’re not bloody Christians!” the man said.  ”It’s the 
same old story – no room at the inn!” (Laughter)

Marjorie:  Part of our job in Auckland was hosting up to five visiting Quakers at a 
time, on B & B basis.  These good people came from many different countries and 
from around New Zealand itself.  During our three separate years there we hosted 
11 different nationalities.  We also helped with other activities of local Friends.  
Shared meals are an integral part of Quaker life down under.  Frequently 20 or more 
local Quakers came, each bringing contributions to the meal, often from their own 
gardens.  Afterwards our fridge was filled with the leftovers and for the next few 
days our diet became strangely balanced but very healthy.

A major event was the official visit of a party of 26 American Friends to discuss 
peace issues with New Zealand Friends.  Michael and another Friend met them, 
very jet lagged, at the airport while I billeted them around Auckland Friends.  They 
were then divided into groups of 4 or 5 to visit Meetings around the country, driven 
in campervans by local Friends.  In the event we became the local driver/escorts for 
the party visiting the extreme north – a 600 mile round trip and an opportunity for 
us to see that part of the country.  Long stretches of major highway at that time were 
still unsealed dusty tracks maintained by graders.  Attending the personal needs of 
Americans unused to such adventures added to the fun.  Later we suspected that the 
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most awkward one, not previously known to the others, may actually have been from 
the CIA!  Peace can be seen as very subversive to those with political power.

Michael:  It wasn’t all so exciting, but there was always something to do in the garden 
or maintaining the property.  Standing next door to Auckland’s Meeting House, 
Friends Centre is a timber frame villa.  We actually designed a substantial extension 
to improve kitchen space.  A small legacy had been received but we doubted it would 
be well spent on their existing plan.  “If you think you can do better, then have a go!” 
said the committee clerk.  So we had a go, and we saw it built before we left.

On another trip north that year, we diverted into what to us was a marvellous 
wilderness to find one of our Ackworth classmates, Henry Paish who we hadn’t seen 
in 40 years.  Walking into his garden and shaking his hand I knew how Stanley felt 
finding Livingstone! (Laughter)  Over the next 12 years, we shared many happy 
times with Henry and his wife Ann, including an overnight visit they arranged, to an 
offshore island wildlife reserve, normally closed to visitors.

At the end of our first year on our way home we took the opportunity of visiting 
Pacific Ackworth Friends School in Los Angeles.  Back home, we felt that living and 
working in another country for a whole year, seeing the seasons round, had been a 
transforming experience.  We told ourselves it had been so good we shouldn’t try to 
repeat it.  How wrong can you be!

Marjorie:  Back in Britain we had to find somewhere to live.  We were horrified to 
find that, in our absence, a bubble in house prices had put many out of our reach.  We 
headed for my sister’s in North Yorkshire.  David had married before we left UK and 
was now working nearby.  After three months renting, we bought the house we have 
today – in “Yorkshire’s prettiest village”, Thornton le Dale.

Michael found plenty to do in the new house and garden and I was approached to be 
secretary to the committee overseeing the Quaker care home, Ravensworth Lodge, 
in Scarborough.  This opened up a whole new area of Quaker concern to me.  The 
funding of necessary improvements to the place was high on our agenda.  I am glad 
to say that Ravensworth still prospers today.

Joining Pickering Quaker Meeting we met Mollie Croysdale again.  Mollie had 
taught us history here at Ackworth – a formidable teacher.  The school had lost two 
history teachers in two terms but Mollie, who replaced them, was made of sterner 
stuff – and she had a wicked sense of humour.  It was said that in one of her classes 
she was going through a less exciting bit of history when two School Committee 
members entered as they used to.  Chairs were found for them and once they were 
settled, Mollie turned back to the class and with a straight face said, “As I was 
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saying, “Sir Roland Hill introduced the penny post to Britain in 1840 ….” And the 
class responded in an instant with attention that said, “We’re with you Miss!” We 
once quoted that to Mollie but she denied it ever happened.  We prefer to believe it 
did.

In 1990, Pickering Meeting collected 2 tons of food for starving people in Romania 
and it was Mollie who funded the hired van to transport it and Mollie who wrote 
a “letter of introduction” that saw the van, driven by Michael and another Friend, 
through border checks to a collection point in Munich.

Our first grandchild, Danielle, was born not long after our return and we enjoyed 
following her early progress.  And in 1990, Judith and Phil were married at Pickering 
Meeting House.  However we weren’t settled and were still drawn to further service 
overseas.

In 1991, we were invited to return to Auckland in 1992 for a further year.  The 
previous year, we had taken a low-cost holiday there and found ourselves quickly 
involved with local Quakers and others.  Returning had been like a home-coming.  
On the way back, we stayed at another Quaker Centre in Honolulu in Hawaii (There, 
incidentally, we met a Japanese/American Quaker who had witnessed the atomic 
bomb attack on Hiroshima.) Hawaii is the northern tip of the Polynesian triangle and 
New Zealand a southern one.  Polynesian culture and history had begun to interest 
us, stimulated by visiting the Cook Islands and Tahiti on our first journey home.  But 
we had had no meaningful experience of Maori culture.

Michael:  Back in Auckland we found Maori culture from the start – or it found us.  
An American Quaker lodged with us for our first six weeks, a guest of New Zealand 
Quakers, invited to introduce the Alternatives to Violence Programme (AVP) to 
the country.  Among those caught up in social violence were many urban Maori.  
Members of a Maori cultural centre in South Auckland recognised the relevance of 
this initiative.  They invited our guest to be ceremonially welcomed along with his 
whanau or family, and that included us.  Less than two weeks after our return we had 
our first genuine experience of a formal Maori welcome and reception onto a marae 
or community centre.  And so began our “Maori” year.  

Later, an elderly Quaker, Mollie, told me how, long ago, she and her husband had 
adopted two Maori girls but that she had never learned to speak Maori.  I suggested 
that if she could find an evening class to go to, I’d go with her.  She set one of her 
Maori daughters the task and every Thursday evening Mollie and I attended classes 
at Auckland University where we were introduced to the language and culture of 
the tangata whenua (lit.  people of the land).  This culminated in our second marae 
experience – a formal welcome onto the University marae.  Of course whanau, 
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family, were invited and we stayed overnight.  (Sleeping “marae style” means on 
mattresses laid close to each other on the floor.)  Half of the night we were regaled 
with stories of Maori history and mythology and next day introduced to flax weaving 
– one of the great folk arts of Maori culture.

Later that year, a gathering of Quakers from the northern North Island spent a weekend 
on a country marae in the Bay of Plenty.  Here again we had a full ceremonial 
welcome.  And here also we were told, “Now that you have been welcomed here, 
this is your marae.  If you ever want to stay, the door is never locked.” We could not 
have wanted a warmer or more inclusive welcome.  

Marjorie:  Some years later we were back again on that marae for a weekend for the 
golden wedding of Avril and Chris Brayshaw.  Avril, an Ackworth OS, and Chris, a 
Bootham OS had become very involved with local Maori who were grateful when 
Chris, a retired surveyor, had helped with an issue of land ownership.  They both 
studied the language and Chris acquired an enormous reputation as a weaver in his 
own right.  In return, that marae had become their marae and it was the natural place 
for them to celebrate.  When Avril died she was buried in the local Maori burial 
ground and Chris, whom we visited last year, is destined to join her when the time 
comes.  Many other Quakers in Aotearoa/New Zealand are working to alleviate the 
deprivation of Maori in other contexts.  

Our grandson, David’s son Cameron, was born during our second year away.  He was 
10 months old before we met him.  The ties to “home” were becoming stronger.

Michael:  Three years later however we were invited to return to Auckland for a 
third year.  And so we went back to New Zealand or Aotearoa – let’s now give it its 
Maori, name – Ao: cloud, téā: white, roā: long, Ao-tea-roa: land of the long white 
cloud.  Some memories linger from our third year, a year incidentally when we 
actually met two former NZ Prime Ministers!

One night we were woken about 3am by a police radio – in the house!  I got up, 
donned a dressing gown and cautiously peered into the hall to see two big Kiwi 
coppers!  It seemed that an Australian woman staying with us had heard a noise 
in the road outside.  She had looked out and seen a man assaulting someone in 
the street.  She had gone out, separated them, and brought the victim in – the line 
between bravery and folly is extremely thin!  The victim turned out to be a Maori 
girl and our guest had offered her a shower and helped her to clean up and was quite 
prepared to pay for her to use the spare bed in her room.  The police had arrived, 
alerted to the incident by a passing motorist who was evidently more cautious than 
our guest.  We were happy for the girl to stay but they discussed alternatives.  In the 
end the police offered to give her a lift to her mother’s home a couple of miles away.  
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The girl said, “My mum’ll kill me for this!” (Laughter)   (Maori mums can be more 
intimidating than a violent boyfriend!)  So we went back to bed and all we had left 
in the morning was a blood-stained towel as evidence of a 20th century re-enactment 
of the Good Samaritan story.

Another time, a memorial Meeting for Worship was arranged in the Meeting House.  
On the day, pneumatic drills were in the road outside.  A gas main was being 
renewed, fast approaching the Meeting House – not a good accompaniment for a 
Quaker Meeting for Worship.  I negotiated with the foreman to adjust their lunch 
time to give us a quiet hour for the time of the Meeting.  “But,” he added, “There’s a 
leak, so we can’t leave it any longer!  “A gas leak!   I sat throughout the silences in 
that Meeting waiting for the bang! (Laughter)  But it didn’t happen.

One winter’s day, we joined a peace demonstration outside the gates of Devonport 
naval dockyard across the harbour from Auckland.  It was bitterly cold with a wind 
straight up from the Antarctic and hypothermia was imminent.  Then the gates 
opened and a posse of naval personnel advanced from the guardhouse – carrying 
trays of mugs of tea or coffee!  We had the choice.  There were two sorts of milk as 
well.  I remarked to someone, “Your military are so disarming!”

Marjorie:  A remarkable thing about our times away was that we were rarely 
homesick – more often we wished that family or friends were there to share particular 
experiences with us.  A very sad exception to this was when Michael’s mother 
suffered her final illness and died during our first year.  Judith and her husband, Phil 
came on visits in each of our three years and we shared time with them exploring and 
experiencing a very lovely country.  And Ackworth came too.  As well as Judith, my 
sister Edna, the Mortimers, Colin and Eunice, and Aidan and family, and Michael 
and Nicola Hargreave all stayed with us in Auckland.  We also visited or hosted a 
dozen or more other Old Scholars living in Aotearoa.  Notable among these was the 
Dyson family who had emigrated during our second year here at school.  Marjorie 
Dyson, “mother” to many small boys up at Flounders during the war years, once told 
us that she owed everything in her life to Ackworth.

A year after we returned, our third grandchild, Judith’s daughter Freya was born and 
the tie to home was sealed.  We were sounded out for a fourth year in Auckland but 
felt we had done our share.  We have been fortunate though to return “down under” 
for other visits since, once doing a 2-month house-sit.  These and visits by Kiwis to 
us in Yorkshire have helped to nurture numerous friendships.

Michael:  Our “retirement” has been pretty busy.  As well as our years in Auckland 
and Marjorie’s work with Ravensworth Lodge, both of us have served Quaker 
Meetings and various Committees locally and further afield.  Involvement with 
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Quaker property has included overseeing a major renovation contract on Pickering 
Meeting House, costing over £100,000.  I managed a large nature reserve on the 
Moors for a while and for two years chaired our local Natural History Society.   We 
have both sung with local choirs.  

Our family have progressed in their lives, experiencing highs and lows of their own.  
Sometimes they may have wished us a bit less wilful in our ways but mutual love 
and support have been there when most needed.

Travel brings us into contact with new people.  We have met a lot of lovely folk along 
the way.  Friends and strangers in many different places have shown us wonderful 
friendship and love.  We shall always be thankful for these many experiences and 
more.  As we said at the beginning, the journey has been long.  It continues and we 
are still learning.  There is a Maori poster that we feel sums up our experience for 
us: 
 

“He aha te mea nui o te ao?
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.”

Marjorie: “What is the most important thing in the world?
   People, people, people.”

The best bits for us have been when working together, especially in the service of 
others, which in a way reflects the school motto and brings us back to where we 
began – a long time ago!

We have a lot to thank the school for and we wish it well for the future.  We were 
glad to meet the two recipients of the Old Scholars Cup last year and we hope that 
Ackworth will continue to produce young people who want, in the words of William 
Penn, to “turn out into the world and seek to mend it and make it a better place.”  
There is great need for them at present.  (Long applause)

Janet Blann:  Michael and Marjorie.
Ackworth School has been part of your lives for more than seventy years, you have 
served on the AOSA Committee, the School Committee and the Society of Friends 
in a variety of ways.  This year you have served us by being our Presidents and we 
would like to thank you for this and your most interesting address.  Thank you very 
much.  (Applause)

Nick Smith:  Now, can we have the nomination for the President for 2016?

Robert Gibson:  I am very honoured to be asked to propose the next President 
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of the Ackworth Old Scholars’ Association.  Now, here’s the intrigue. This person 
comes from a long, long line of Ackworth scholars who have been in the family 
for many, many generations is remembered certainly by me as a quietish, studious 
scholar but who got on with it most definitely, but not quiet enough by the way, to 
once admonish me for having my bath in two foot washes as I recall. (Laughter)  
Maybe that’s given you some clue about the sex (laughter) of our next President.  
This person has served the School in so many capacities and ably and excellently in 
several roles.  This person is the only old scholar that I know of to be winched into 
a rescue helicopter in the closest proximity you can imagine to a fellow old scholar 
and they are not related.  This person also walked on crutches for part of the West 
Highland Way - we have some walkers here, so you know how difficult that must 
be - he is also, oh! I’ve given it away (laughter), also a thespian, who is nowadays 
more on the management side of the theatre, than on the acting side.  He is also a fine 
and dutiful Quaker so all this combined makes my nomination and proposal for our 
next President of the Ackworth Old Scholars’ Association to be Peter Speirs.  (Long 
applause)

Peter Speirs:  Thank you Bob, and thank you old scholars. That is an honour and 
I look forward very much to fulfilling the tasks of the role.  I haven’t been a very 
faithful old scholar when it comes to Easter Gatherings, I’ve been to two or three 
recently, I’m delighted to be here today and certainly I’ll be here next year (laughter).  
I am an infrequent visitor but as Bob kindly mentioned that I have tried to serve the 
School on School Committee, Clerk of General Meeting and during that work I 
learned very much the enormous contribution that the Old Scholars’ Association 
and individual old scholars make to the life of the School and the difference the old 
scholars can add to the value and experience of the students.

I would also like to pay tribute to previous members of my family who have served 
the School.  My father and his two brothers all attended in the 1920’s and 30’s and 
my uncle Claude went on to become Bursar, my aunt Ida, the mother of Beryl and 
Gill served on School Committee and my brother John, a more frequent visitor at 
Easter, who can’t be here today.

So, thank you old scholars, I’m delighted to accept that nomination and follow in 
your footsteps.  I look forward to getting to know more of you during the course of 
the year and seeing you all here at Easter next year, which I hope once again, will be 
a joyful and memorable occasion.

Thank you. (Applause)

Nick Smith:  Thank you.  That brings us to the end of the proceedings tonight.
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ACKWoRTH oLD SCHoLARS’ ASSoCiATioN
iNCoME AND EXPENDiTURE ACCoUNT

for the year ending 30th June 2015

ASSoCiATioN iNCoME 2014/15 2013/14
 £ £
Investment income 436.62 439.76
Interest received 5.31 4.89
Ordinary Subscriptions received 4343.63 4278.13
Apportionment of life subscriptions (see Note 1) 1002.95 1055.74
Grant from Ackworth School (see Note 2) 8000.00 10000.00
Profit on sale of colours, etc. 330.95 56.56
Other Income 0.00 150.00

ToTAL 14119.46 15985.08

Less: ASSoCiATioN EXPENDiTURE
Printing and distribution of 2013 Annual Report 9152.78 10629.90
Officers’ expenses 252.43 540.70
Printing and stationery 0.00 225.36
Honoraria 250.00 800.00
A.O.S.A. Cup award 250.00 250.00
Easter Gathering: cost of guests and A.G.M. 1000.00 1000.00
Publicity and website 233.86 236.33
A.R.O.P.S. Subscription 50.00 28.00
Arboreteum Costs 755.64 0.00
Other expenditure 588.21 303.79

ToTAL 12532.92 14014.08

Excess of income over expenditure for the year £  1586.54 £ 01971.00

EASTER GATHERiNG

EASTER iNCoME
General Receipts 16884.00 16356.89
Transfer from AOSA 1000.00 1000.00

ToTAL 17884.00 17356.89

Less: EASTER EXPENDiTURE
Ackworth School Estates Ltd. 19639.13 17145.51
Printing, postage & stationery 1661.06 1518.12
Other Expenses 238.00 1204.26

ToTAL 21538.19 19867.89

Excess of expenditure over income for the year £ -3654.19 £ -2511.00
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ACKWoRTH oLD SCHoLARS’ ASSoCiATioN
BALANCE SHEET
as at 30th June 2015

 2015 2014
 £ £
investments at cost (see Note 3) 13325.02 13325.02

Current Assets
Cash at Bank & in hand. 17150.02 19883.37
Stock of Colours (at Cost) 1884.18 2221.43
Total Current Assets 19034.20 22104.80

Total Net Assets £32359.22 £35429.82

Represented by:
General funds

Balance at 1st July 2014 15370.76 15910.76
General Account Surplus 1586.54 1971.00
Easter Account Surplus -3654.19 -2511.00

Balance at 30th June 2015 £13303.11 £15370.76

Life Subscription Account (see Note 1)
Balance at 1st July 2014 20059.06 20694.80
Received during year 
          New Life Subscriptions 0.00 420.00
          Voluntary additional contributions 0.00 0.00
 20059.06 21114.80

Transfer 5% to Income & Expenditure A/c 1002.95 1055.74
 
Balance at 30th June 2015 19056.11 20059.06
 
 £32359.22 £35429.82

Note 1 Life Subscriptions
Subscriptions received from new Life Members and voluntary additional amounts paid by 
existing Life Members are added to the balance of the Life Subscription Account. 5% of the 
balance is released to the income and expenditure account each year.

Note 2 School Grant
Pupils leaving school in 2006 and thereafter automatically became Lifelong Members.
The Committee of Ackworth School has agreed to make an annual Grant to the Association 
in lieu of any subscription for these Old Scholars.
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ACKWoRTH oLD SCHoLARS’ ASSoCiATioN
NoTES To THE ACCoUNTS
for the year to 30th June 2015

Note 3 investments
Investments are shown in the accounts at cost and comprise the following:

 Cost Market Value
  at 30 June 2013

5,930 units Aegon Ethical Corporate Bond 6,332 6,202
1,724 units Jupiter Ecology Trust 2,505 4,231
4,782 units Newton Higher Income Fund 2,498 2,751
249 units Invesco Perpetual Income Fund 1,990 3,767
 £13,325 £16,951

Jennifer A. Sheard
Hon. Treasurer.
August 2015

aosa PassPort
Look at the enclosed travellers’ passport and see if you could become a 
host. If you travel - this could be a fun stop along the way.
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EASTER AT ACkWORTH 2015

A report along the lines of the excellent tongue-in-cheek one by Scriptus Pisces in 
the 2014 Annual Report was a hoped-for possibility this year, but a few personal 
reminiscences from me will have to suffice. 

Having been no more than a day visitor at A.O.S.A. reunions since my last residential 
Easter Weekend in 1970, there had been a niggling thought at the back of my mind that 
it could be a lonely few days, bearing in mind that it had been many years since my 
own year group had attended.  However, seeing the benefits of the value-for-money 
cost of the full weekend, I bit the bullet, and discovered that the shared experience of 
time at Ackworth brought people together, whether or not they had met before.

As expected, no-one from my year group was there, but there were other “passing 
ships” I had known briefly, including ex-presidents Bob Gibson, Michael Hargreave, 
Stephen & Joyzelle Kelsall, Michael and Annabel McRobert, Anne Telford-Kenyon, 
and David Bunney.  That was only the start, for several other near-contemporaries 
were also present, and many others who became friends within a very short time.  
Very rapidly, friends of distant acquaintances became friends. It turned out that even 
the new President, Peter Speirs had been my “table-end” for two years. 

Would there be enough to do, having opted to stay for the full weekend (Friday 
lunchtime until Tuesday breakfast)?  The problem was quite the reverse, for there was 
often a choice of overlapping activities, and without possessing Hermione Grainger’s 
time-turner, it was impossible to be in two places at once.  Most activities on the day of 
arrival were for younger children, giving the adults time to be become acquainted.  

Chas Stuart, whose annual quiz in the Girls’ Dining Room proved to be popular once 
again, could be seen at nearly all the activities, as he added to his impressive collection 
of photographic images of all things Ackworth.  He might have been seen following 
the Joint Presidents’ Welcome glass and egg painting in the Art Room, taking group 
photos of rare meetings of groups of old friends, fencing classes, the formal dinner 
and murder mystery competition, games on The Green, country dancing, the Sunday 
Evening Concert, and the Badsworth cross-country race.

The Badsworth men’s race was (again) won by John Golding, while the women’s 
race was won by the Presidents’ granddaughter, Freya Martin.  There were not many 
entrants this year, which was a pity, and a challenge for 2016.  Others seeking physical 
fitness joined in the various tournaments.  

Is there a finer place to swim than the Ackworth School swimming pool?  A pre-
breakfast dip each morning was a superb start to the day.  Ackworth pool, which is 
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vISITORS TO 2015 
EASTER GATHERING

Ainley Natalie
Allan Helen, Rowan 

& Edward
Banks Chris
Banks George
Beaumont Amy

Benge Laurie
Benson Nicky
Billson Derek & Freda
Blann Janet
Blann Rosie
Bliss David

Bliss Marjorie & 
Michael

Branston Biddy
Branston Bill, Claire, 

Abigail & 
Sophie

33 1/3 yards in length with curved corners that inhibit competitive swimming, may 
be an anachronism in 2015, but it is a truly wonderful place in which to swim.

David Bunney’s Evening Reading gave us an opportunity to sing, confirming 
something I have believed for many years - that the singing at Ackworth supersedes 
that which is heard almost everywhere else.  Shortly afterwards, many of us migrated 
to the Music Centre for the concert organised by pianist Nicola Hargreave, whose 
impressive performances were supplemented by friends who added recorder, flute, 
oboe and violin solos.

One of the highlights of the weekend was a talk in the Fothergill Theatre by Bijan 
Riazi-Farzad, who was detained in his home country of Iran, and was put in the National 
Guard, preventing him from further study until he was able to persuade the authorities 
to release him.  It was highly informative whilst being thoroughly entertaining.

Another very popular event was the planting of the final two trees in the Ackworth 
School Arboretum by the Presidents, Michael and Marjorie Bliss.  It seemed that 
almost every Old Scholar at the reunion turned up for this.  When I saw the trees 
sitting their pots in an over-deep hole, I remember thinking “I hope they know what 
they’re doing”.  Michael then reminded us that he had worked in forestry for many 
years and had planted many thousands of trees.  He then went on to show us exactly 
how it should be done. 

Monday Night was dominated by “Pop” a popular variety show with sketches and 
musical items, ably organised by Nici Causer-Fletcher. 

The Joint Presidents were supported throughout the weekend by their family - Dave 
Bliss, who organised and presented the Murder Mystery, and Judith and Phil Martin, 
who gave constant support, helping to make this one of the most successful Easter 
Gatherings of recent years.  But the final word of thanks must go to the Easter team 
- Sal Wright, John Golding and Bill Swales.

David Wood
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Browne Heather
Bubb Rebecca
Bunney David, Tina & 

Nick
Bunney John & Margery
Burnard Andrew & 

Keren
Cameron Jenny
Cartwright Cassandra
Causer Pete & Nici 

Fletcher Causer
Chamberlain Stephen
Cherry-Downes Julia
Cowans David
Cox Stephen & 

Gillian
Deeley Richard
Dibb Peter
Dickinson Martin & Susan
Dodson Katy
Donaldson Anne
Dower Mary & Nigel
Dowdeswell Michael & 

Margaret
Dyson Peter & Emma
Dyer Pauline
Edmond Nick 
Firth David
Ford Andrew
Fowler Molly
Gibson Robert
Golding John
Goundry Patrick
Green Stella
Greensides Antonia
Gulliver Claire
Gulliver Deborah
Hargreave Michael, Nicola 

& Thomas
Hargreave Robin
Harris Nick 
Hill Marguerite

Hill Peter & Daniel
Hooper Antoinette
Houldsworth David
Houldsworth John
Housden Karen, Philip, 

Zach, Maddie & 
Jacob

Ives Helen
Jarratt John & Olivia
Jesper Charles
Jesper Susan
Johnston Jean Gaye
Jones Chris & Heather
Jones Jennifer
Jones Judith
Kenyon Anne & Richard
Larroque Sophie
Lawrence Clare
Lawrence Julia
Livesey Pauline
McRobert Annabel & 

Michael
Martin Judith, Phil & 

Freya
Martin Rosalie
Mayson Pete
Merchant Alix
Milner Robert
Moore Chris & Sheila
Moore Matthew
Morris Liz
Mortimer Aidan, Laura, 

Ellie & Rachel
Mosley Adam
Murray Gemma
Morton Neil
O’Kill Mary
Paget Pamela
Palmer Alison
Palmer Jess
Park Janet
Pedlar Geoff

Pendlebury Charlotte
Pittaway Gillian
Power Margaret
Prager Karen
Ramage Jean
Raphael Sue
Raynor June
Riazi-Farzad Bijan
Robinson Chris
Rowlinson Meryl
Ruff Mike
Scott Fred
Seed Nick
Seed Debbi
Sheard Jennifer
Shipstone Peter
Smiley Martin & Helen
Smith Howard & 

Mary
Smith Nick
Stanton Sally
Sumption Karin
Speirs Peter
Sudgen Carol
Swales Bill
Swales Susan, Jeffrey, 

Rachel & David
Vallance John
Vann Nathan
Vincent Judith & Robert
Walker Tom
Walsh Ian
Ward Bryony
Washington Linda
Westwood Pat
White Sylvia
Wickham Fran
Wicksteed Bill
Wilson Tricia
Wood David
Wright Sal

Easter Visitors
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EvENING READING EASTER 2015

Friends

Welcome to Evening Reading.  I am still wondering why our Presidents asked me 
earlier this year to give Evening Reading and wondering even more why I said yes.  
I hope that you are not expecting any deep spiritual insights, but you will hear some 
thoughts about how my working life might have impacted on my spiritual life.

Before that we should sing our first hymn.  When I was researching this part I used 
my mother’s copy of Songs of Praise; just inside was a piece of paper.  On one side 
was a list, without a title: one pint double cream; 10ozs sugar; grated rind and juice 
of 1 lemon; whisk until sloppy; freeze.

On the other side were 4 hymns: Away in a Manger 2; Lord of all Hopefulness 3; 
Hills of the North 4; and O Jesus I have Promised 1.  These were the notes made as 
Mum and my sister were planning Evening Reading at Easter 2007.  I have taken out 
Away in a Manger because that was a very personal choice by Catherine but we will 
start with O Jesus I have Promised, number 255.

First Reading – From the War Plays by Edward Bond
Each year two minutes silence before the fallen millions
Perhaps if we stood before those yet to fall
The father’s silence before his child might last 3 minutes
The woman’s silence before her lover might last a week
And the silence of strangers before each other might stretch to a month
So that as we stared at those who had not yet fallen our daily tumult would stop
And a great silence spread
And later when we went about our business perhaps we would deal justly with one 
another
So that the long chain of distortions – the orders – the threats and cajolings – the 
wages and medals – would end and the price of freedom no longer be death
It is decreed in the infant’s stammer and inscribed in the atom when it’s split
When we live in justice we will not need to stand in silence before the fallen
They will not fall

Second Hymn – Lord of all Hopefulness, number 565

Second Reading – Harvey Gillman from QF&P 23.12

The word ‘testimony’ is used by Quakers to describe a witness to the living truth 
within the human heart as it is acted out in everyday life.  It is not a form of words, 
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but a mode of life based on the realisation that there is that of God in everybody, that 
all human beings are equal, that all life is interconnected.  It is affirmative but may 
lead to action that runs counter to certain practices currently accepted in society at 
large....  These testimonies reflect the corporate beliefs of the Society, however much 
individual Quakers may interpret them differently according to their own light.  They 
are not optional extras, but fruits that grow from the very tree of faith.

Third Hymn – Hills of the North, number 64

I want to talk this evening about some of the lessons I have taken from my working 
career, from which I am due to retire in 10 days time.  I have been fortunate to have 
worked continuously since my start as a long haired student in 1973 and I am really 
looking forward to not having to start the day at 6 in the morning, to the 45000 miles 
of car travel or the 50 to 70000 air miles every year and the continual pressure for 
more orders.

What will I miss?  Mainly the people; those I work with in Sheffield, some of whom 
I have known since I started; and those I have done business with over so many 
years.  But also the excitement of our manufacturing, turning scrap into complex 
castings and forgings for major pieces of equipment, whether for power stations, for 
steel plants or chemical facilities and my interest in the nature of the processes that 
are used by our clients.  I am not an engineer but I am an enthusiast: an anorak for 
steam perhaps but with the same interest in how engineers can take our processes 
into a manufacturing concept, that results in electricity or non-chemical foam or low 
density polyethylene, products that form a significant part of our modern life.

But recently I have been haunted by the situation of Grace that was described in the  
build up to Comic Relief.  Grace was 17 when she had to run for her life, with her 14 
year old sister, her father and the other villagers, to escape the violence and murder 
caused by anti-government rebels in her village in South Sudan.  Despite the rush to 
leave she had to ensure that she had her school books with her because Grace refused 
to give up on her dream to be a doctor.  Their escape required a dangerous river 
crossing that could take up to 30 minutes even if you could swim, but it would lead 
to safety.  Once they reached a camp Grace saw that there was only a primary school, 
built for 300 but now with 1000 students.  Somehow her courage and determination 
led her to a school in Kenya where her education is now making progress.  In her 
words: “to educate a girl is to educate a nation.  The more I am educated the more I 
will be able to do for my family and my community”.

In fact there are millions of children around the world who do not have an education, 
because of war, violence, exploitation, famine and disease and a lack of resource.  It 
is hard to imagine the impact on the children as they become adults nor the long term 
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effect on their  countries.  Globally we are missing out on so much potential talent. 
In that context the provision of education for all would be seen as a privilege and 
we are indeed fortunate to live in a society with the means and conditions to provide 
universal education.  But perhaps we should be considering how we can help children 
like Grace, as well as doing more to get the message across to our own children of 
why education is so important.

Education is not just for the young: we are all learning.  Our sources are varied: from 
our experience of life; from the young; from the old; in meeting for worship; in work 
and play.  And we should not measure education just by league tables; the more that 
our  teachers can “light the candle” the better the chance that learning becomes a 
lifetime process. 

Quakers have always appreciated the need for education: after all that is how their 
message was spread and has been sustained for over 300 years.  My regret is that I 
wasted my education opportunity at Ackworth, at least in terms of academic results, 
and I  did not appreciate until much later in my life what was being offered. 
 
Ironically the act of catching up helped me find a career when I had no idea what 
I wanted to do, or even to what I might be suited.  And looking back from my 
perspective today I am grateful that I had a career that was satisfying, challenging 
and varied and which has paid me to travel, to be optimistic and to meet people.  
There have also been some downsides! 

As part of my degree course in Sheffield I needed a placement in industry for 6 
months.  It was my course tutor who arranged a meeting with the employment 
manager at British Steel, River Don works, the place from where I will retire 42 
years later.  I did move to another company for just under 4 years, in the same line 
of business, but it now seems that employment patterns have changed so much in 
the last 20 years.

I was offered a 6 month placement in sales that then led to a sponsorship, with paid 
employment during all summer holidays and finally a full time position in sales 
in 1976.  I was soon a round peg in a round hole.  I met some remarkable people 
who were generous with their time and knowledge and helped me learn about the 
company and myself.  I also met some who were the archetypal bullies in the work 
place and who had no time for human relationships, saw no need for them and for 
whom there was little affection.  One or two still exist!

Looking back the most satisfying times were when everyone in the company felt 
empowered to make a contribution, beyond just turning up for work.  These times 
happened almost on a cyclical basis, due to the nature of the capital goods industry, 
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but did not always coincide with easy business times.  There were occasions when 
we had our backs to the wall and almost everyone was happy to give their all.  As 
my career progressed it was the times when I was given authority and responsibility 
within my area to manage customer relations that opened my eyes to what can be 
achieved.  I was not making the main decisions but there were opportunities to give 
opinion or to be consulted and listened to, to be involved with others in a collective 
community.  The contribution of everyone was valued, at whatever level.  The times 
when management became more dictatorial I found equally frustrating; sometimes 
arising from my own eagerness to give an opinion especially where it was not 
wanted, or correct.  Then my own personal working relations within the company 
suffered because opinions were taken personally where that was not my intention. I 
was only trying to be consistent, not to be just trying   It may be no coincidence that 
the company fortunes on these occasions did not improve as expected.

But enlightened  management is about empowering colleagues to perform in an 
atmosphere where they feel that a critical contribution will be valued as fairly as a 
positive contribution.  Divergent views should be helpful to a strong management in 
a positive environment.

This was said recently in the context of the Rotherham child abuse scandal:
The never-changing political culture led to complacency.  That’s why all institutions 
need faintly oddball, stubborn, counter-cultural people who may well be irritating to 
work with but ask the questions others don’t.

Could that be a definition of a Quaker, whether ancient or modern?  Our movement 
was born out of dissatisfaction with the established church and society at large.  Ours 
is not a movement of dissent but where we see injustice or inequality we have not 
been afraid to stand against the crowd to right wrongs and help others in need.  I 
hope to see in future a Religious Society of Friends that remembers its heritage of 
social justice and equality, as a provider of education and a proponent of peace.  Our 
testimonies are so important to us but no more so than being able to sit in silence 
together and become a gathered meeting.

As a result of my hockey accident last year I was away from work for three months.  
They managed without me and so my decision to retire was made much easier for me.  
I am happy that the young man taking over from me, after working for 4 years with 
me, will cope very well with the demands of the job.  But he will need continuing 
support from his colleagues.

He may not have the opportunities I have had for foreign travel especially since 
1992.  I was able to travel to democracies and autocracies, experience western 
and eastern cultures and vastly different climates.  There were no visits to Africa 
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and I only managed to reach Brazil below the Equator.  One aspect has changed 
the global approach to business; the use of English.  In my early days French and 
German companies only did business in their own language; quite right too.  But 
the globalisation of companies and the introduction of computers brought about the 
use of English as the first language in business.  Ambitious young Chinese, and now 
many other nationalities, see good English as a passport to career success and take 
every opportunity to practise.  All this did not help me to get beyond greetings in 
various languages.  I will not miss the more intense security arrangements for flying 
introduced first after 9/11 but I will miss the different foods; it is a great way to 
remember many of my visits as food is such a part of everyone’s culture.  There was 
some good business done and we should not forget that the British tag is still highly 
valued in places like China and India, as a mark of high quality.  Our brands have 
such high recognition but we do tend to undersell ourselves as a nation.

Jet lag is a modern downside of business which I will not miss but sport helped me 
to cope with the stress of not being able to sleep on planes and working long hours 
during business trips.

I have spent many hours on hockey and cricket fields, and in the bar afterwards, 
and the satisfying times mirror the types of behaviour I found at work.  When we 
played as a team, focussing on our collective strengths rather than our individual 
weaknesses and in the knowledge that we would give everything for each other 
if demanded by adversity then the team spirit would take us a long way.   There 
were the leaders, the communicators, the quiet men and the flair players, all brought 
together in a successful team but the potential source of conflict and breakdown in 
the struggling team.  I was lucky; most of my playing time was spent in the former 
but the latter helped to keep us well grounded.  As importantly we learnt how to both 
win well and lose well.  Is it a coincidence that we refer to team spirit?

My accident was an opportunity to retire quietly from active sport participation.

Here is advice 28:  every stage of our lives offers fresh opportunities.  Responding to 
divine guidance, try to discern the right time to undertake or relinquish responsibilities 
without undue pride or guilt.  Attend to what love requires of you, which may not 
be great busyness.

Well, Tina is clear that there has to be some busyness in retirement, but there may 
need to be some negotiation between us over how much is needed and expected!

Before I end I must go back to Grace.  I am grateful to be a member of the Ackworth 
School committee.  I wonder how we can provide a more equal opportunity for the 
children of the future to benefit from the education offered by Ackworth.  I hope that 
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we will be asking ourselves what more we can do to help those who cannot afford 
an education at Ackworth.  We may not be able to help Grace now but there will be 
others like her.  In addition my hope is that the current conversation about education 
by Quakers in Britain Yearly Meeting will spread so that our movement as a whole 
can take up the case for justice and equality in education.  I hope that you all will feel 
able to join us in the conversation.

When the committee was considering Quaker values in school 18 months ago the 
aspects that we initially identified could also be used by other good schools in  their 
education provision.

Further thought and deliberation brought us to unique aspects that all the Quaker 
schools share and which I have talked about this evening.  We encourage all in our 
community to Seek that of God in everyone; to give all members of the community 
an equal opportunity to contribute to the well-being of the community and of each 
other; and to treat others as we would wish to be treated.

Jeffrey Swales yesterday in his review of the school year told of projects, personal 
achievements, individual contributions and collective efforts.  He did not need to 
mention academic results nor how happy the School is at the present time.  By giving 
the whole community an opportunity to contribute we are putting into practice the 
desire of our founders, that what is done here is not for oneself but for the benefit of 
everyone.

As we say in these parts:
Non sibi sed omnibus.

Let us close by singing hymn 194, Our Father, by whose servants, which attenders at 
Open Day will recognise as the School hymn.

David Bunney
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GuIlD REpORTS

EAST CoAST
Founders Day lunch 18.10 14, held at Worfolk Cottage 

East Coast Guild held their annual event for Founders Day at Worfolk once again, with 
the well tried and tested formula swinging into action. The advance party consisting 
of Mike and Annabel McRobert, Keith Daniel and Sandra arrived the night before to 
start up the systems and have a good meal together at The Falcon down the road. By 
midday the following morning all was ready, sausages sizzling, swedes and spuds 
mashed, just waiting for us to bring in the extras plus the famous selection of mouth 
watering puddings as the rest of the party, numbering 24 in all arrived. Once again it 
was a heartening event, in the company of Michael and Marjorie Bliss, AOSA joint 
Presidents for the year as well as our own President of the East Coast Guild, Susan 
Dickinson. Our youngest diner was 2 year old Rosalie Martin who enjoyed her lunch 
as much as anyone. 

Back row (from left):-  Richard Waldmeyer, Michael Bliss, Dennis Goodall, Derek 
Oldcorn, Stephen Longsdale, Jenny Martin, Moira Goodall, Martin Dickinson, Keith 
Daniel, Susan Dickinson, Margaret Sewell, John Clint
 
Middle Row (from left):-  Marjorie Bliss, Jennifer Oldcorn, Mike McRobert, Sandra 
Lambert, Mary Waldmeyer
 
Front row (from left):-  Gail Clint, Jeanette Crookes, Helen Beaumont,  Roger 
Coupland, Joyce Coupland, Cameron Martin, Rosalie Martin, Annabel McRobert

Guild Reports
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GLENTHoRNE

Back row (from left):-  Andrew Burnard, Keren Burnard, Janet Blann, Jane Pegg, Ted 
Pegg, Mike McRobert,  Michael Bliss, Nick Seed,  Marguerite Hill, Tony Hill

Front row (from left):-  Nici Fletcher-Causer , Annabel McRobert, Trudy Seed

The 2015 Glenthorne Weekend will be from 6th-8th November

MANCHESTER

Eighteen members of the Manchester Guild visited Lyme Hall and Gardens.  We 
had agreed to meet at the Timber Yard Café within the grounds and were pleased to 
welcome Peter Speirs, our current President.

Although we did visit the Hall and grounds, we occupied a greater proportion of our 
time with talk and refreshments at the café!

Our next event is the AGM at Eccles Meeting House on the 8th of October at 10:45 
when the Meeting House will be open.

Marguerite Hill

Guild Reports
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SoUTH WEST GUiLD 
Meeting - 16th May 2015

We again met up at Spiceland Meeting House, near Uffcolme in Devon, where we 
were met by Carol Whitaker.  It was a lovely warm sunny day, so we met up in the 
garden to greet each other and talk about family and friends.

This year we had our lunch in the Gingham 
Room, the food being provided by a local 
café. There were twelve of us this year, 
including the new President, Peter Speirs, 
who had come down from Chester to 
be with us. His cousin, Georgina Evans 
(another Old Scholar) also came from 
Cornwall to join us.

We gathered in the lovely old meeting 
house, which had had some repairs since 
we met last year.  Peter spoke about 
changes at Ackworth, mentioning that although fewer scholars and staff now had 
Quaker connections, the school still ran on its same ethos. Peter answered questions 
and gave us an interesting report of the school as it is now.

Janet Blann, General Secretary of the A.O.S.A., spoke about changes coming to the 
O.S. Annual Report. 

Members were asked about the biggest influence the school had had on their lives.  
Several said it had been certain teachers who had given them personal help and 
encouragement.  One said it had given him confidence in his own ability and a love 
of outdoor life, which had led him to climb some of the highest mountains in the 
world. One said it had taught her to think personally what was the correct thing to 
do, regardless of what others did. 

A list of clothing was displayed, showing the requirements for younger girls in the 
post war period.  It is doubtful whether girls today would be happy with so little 
choice of what to wear.

Finally, we went into the Gingham Room for a cup of tea and final chat, before leaving 
for home.  It was an entertaining and enjoyable gathering, and it was lovely to see 
old friends again.  

Josephine Mitchell
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WESSEX
Summer Outing 23 May

Wessex OS Guild chose Paulton’s Country Park as the venue for their summer meeting 
on a sunny Sunday in May. The Park includes colourful gardens, a large lake and 
numerous fairground rides for youngsters of all ages. The latter proved very popular 
with Michael Hargreaves’ 8-year old son Thomas who was keen for us all to join him. 
Jessie Anderson and Nicola Hargreave braved the Watersplash with him, but the rest 
of us restricted ourselves to the Flying Frog and the Sky Swinger!

Ten of us enjoyed our picnic at convenient 
tables in the shade of the trees. In the 
afternoon we were joined by Peter 
Speirs who had travelled all the way 
from Chester to be with us. While the 
more energetic members of the party 
investigated the attractions of Peppa Pig 
Land, the rest took a circular tour on the 
little train (photo) and had a pleasant walk 
around the lake admiring the cygnets and 
young goslings We all met up for tea at 
5.00pm (photo) and everyone agreed it 
had been ‘a grand day out’.

Margaret Matthews (Secretary Wessex Guild)

Back row: Michael Hargreave, Nicola Hargreave, Alan Wiltshire,
Rob Vincent, Judith Vincent, Gloria Jones,
Front row: Margaret Matthews, Thomas Hargreave, Peter Speirs
& Jessie Anderson.

THE ARbORETuM

Progress on the arboretum has been rapid, 
culminating in the planting of the last two trees at 
the 2015 Easter Gathering by Presidents Michael 
and Marjorie Bliss.
 
The following list of trees in the arboretum has been 
agreed with Professor Ian Rotherham (environmental 
geography) from Sheffield Hallam University.  
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A native species is one which has been grown in Britain since the land bridge with 
Europe was flooded at the end of the last ice age.  All other species in Britain are the 
result of human activity.

1. Silver Birch 16. Yew 31. Common sea buckthorn
2. Whitebeam 17. Alder 32. Downy birch
3. Large-leaved Lime 18. White willow 33. Juniper
4. Ash 19. Field maple 34. Purging blackthorn
5. Beech 20. Crack willow 35. Small-leaved lime
6. Elder 21. Hazel 36.  Service tree (not to be
7. Wild Cherry 22. Common hawthorn          planted - very rare)
8. Rowan 23. Midland hawthorn 37. Sessile oak
9. Aspen 24. Alder buckthorn 38. Smooth-leaved elm
10. Crab apple 25. Box 39. Spindle
11. Holly 26. Bird cherry 40. Bay willow
12. Wych elm 27. Blackthorn 41. Sallow (goat willow)
13. Wild service tree 28. Black poplar 42. Grey willow
14. English oak 29. Osier 43. Almond-leaved willow
15. Scots pine 30. Common dogwood 44. Hornbeam

COINCIDENCES

Just before Christmas 2012, it snowed in West Yorkshire, so our booked journey 
from Pontefract to London was cancelled at the last minute.  We were told that if 
we went to Doncaster, our tickets would be good on any East Coast trains that were 
running.  

We caught one.  It was crowded, and my husband and I were separated.  As we drew 
into King’s Cross, I struggled to put on my rucsac over my winter coat and someone 
behind me helped.

I turned round and asked the man who had helped me whether we had met, as he 
seemed familiar.  He replied something to the effect that lots of people thought he 
looked like someone they knew.  I asked if he had any connection with Ackworth.   
He said that he did.  As we got off the train and walked the length of the platform, I 
introduced myself as Jack Muschamp’s daughter, and he told me it was my father’s 
“fault” that he had married Marjorie, as Dad had seated his pupils in his classes in 
the Harvey Hut in alphabetical order, alternating girls and boys.  He told me that they 
had just got back from New Zealand, where they had learned of the death of my aunt, 
Avril Brayshaw (also an Ackworth Old Scholar) several weeks before I was told the 
news officially.
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We got to the ticket barrier before he told me his name - Michael Bliss!!

In February 2015, my son-in-law went to an academic conference in Helsinki, where 
he met someone who told him this tale. I think that was Judith Bliss!

Anne Donaldson (née Muschamp)  - scholar 1953-57 (as well as staff child 1939-47)

60 yEARS ON...

Calling all Old Scholars who were at school 1951-56 (-58 for those who stayed on 
to do A-levels). 
 
Please come back at Easter (2016).   Meanwhile I need help from someone good 
at using social media to help trace those we have lost touch with.  If you know of 
anyone who was at school with us please remind them to come to Ackworth, either 
for the full weekend or at least for the Sunday afternoon.  We had a very good turnout 
in 2006.  Let’s prove we can still do it.

Alison Tyas (Petrie).     alisontyas@gmail.com or phone 01729 822313

THE bIG REuNION

Were you a pupil or member of staff at school during the 1980s? Come along and 
meet up - share your memories, catch up with everyone whilst having a fun Easter at 
Ackworth! We are hoping to attract lots of 80s leavers - pupils and staff - for a BIG 
reunion at Ackworth for Easter 2016. There is a programme of activities throughout 
the weekend offering a variety of sports, arts/crafts and musical activities. In addition 
the sports centre, tennis courts and swimming pool are open all day every day. So 
come along, bring your families, take part in as much or as little as you like and 
reunite with friends. 

For more information contact Sal Wright - aosaeaster@yahoo.co.uk /07825 704074

AN ACkWORTH CAROl
 
The words for this charming carol were written by 12-year old Ackworth pupil, 
Michael J. Nuttall (scholar 1946-53).  The music was composed by his maths teacher, 
George Beach.
 
The carol has remained unpublished until now. (See next page.)
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bIRTHS, MARRIAGES
and

MEMORIAl NOTICES

bIRTHS

SHEARD  To Jennifer (née Gulliver) (Scholar 2001-2005) and Jack (Scholar 
1997-2004) a daughter Isabelle Daisy born 12 December 2014. 

MARRIAGES

SMiTH – MooRE Heidi Smith (Scholar 1991-2002) to Thomas Moore at 
Wakefield Cathedral on 11 April 2015, followed by a reception at Ackworth 
School.

BLANN – BENGE Janet Blann (née Green) (Scholar 1966-1972) to Laurie Benge 
on 28th March at Cotteridge Friends Meeting House, Birmingham

Ruby WEDDING

ByRNE - SHARPE Dianne Sharpe (Scholar 1970 - 72) and Terry Byrne were 
married on on 6 September 1975 at St Peter’s Church, Bottesford.

GOlDEN WEDDING

GooDALL – MciNToSH Dennis Goodall (1948-53) and Moira McIntosh were 
married in Aberdeen on 23rd October, 1964. Now members of Whitby Quaker 
Meeting.

MooRE-RiTCHiE Christopher W.D. Moore to Sheila Ritchie on 22 May, 1965, 
at Jesus Lane Meeting House, Cambridge. 

KELSALL-LLoyD  Stephen Kelsall (scholar 1957-62) and Joyzelle Lloyd 
(scholar 1954-62) on August 7th 1965 at Lancaster Friends’ Meeting House.
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MEMORIAlS
BAiLEy Bruce (Scholar 1961-1966)
Bruce went to Ackworth, aged 13, in 1961, following in the footsteps of several 
earlier Baileys, including his two sisters Ruth and Judith.  He had spent most of 
his earlier life in Uganda, Zambia and Southern Rhodesia (as it was then) with his 
parents.  Maybe the change from Africa to Ackworth was too great for him because, 
to begin with, he was unhappy and unsettled and ran away twice.  His sisters (who 
had spent very happy years at Ackworth) promptly delivered him back to school 
where he finally settled and made many very good friends. He left in 1966 but kept 
in touch with school. He remained keen to read each year’s AOSA magazine.
Bruce’s musical talent and ability were recognised very early. He had perfect pitch 
and picked up music easily, playing mostly by ear and from memory. These talents 
were fostered and encouraged by members of staff at school.  He played in concerts 
in Bulawayo (Southern Rhodesia) before coming to Ackworth and at school he 
loved performing in end of term or Open Day productions of plays, musicals and 
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concerts.  His contemporaries may remember one of his many escapades at school 
involved breaking into the music wing in the middle of the night to play the piano - 
somewhat spooky for whoever caught him.  Music went on to play an important role 
throughout his life.
Bruce’s personal life was colourful. He married several times and leaves Matthew 
and Sarah, Ann’s children, 17 year old twins Lara and Sophia who are Birgitte’s 
children and two grandchildren, the offspring of Sarah. Bruce worked for 3M most 
of his life, though, after retirement, he ran an internet wool business together with 
Birgitte until their divorce. Lara and Sophia are at present at school in Copenhagen. 
After his divorce, Bruce spent a long time tracking down Sue, an earlier girlfriend 
with whom he had lived previously.  Eventually he found her.  They got together 
again, had a very happy six months together and married quietly in October 2014.  
Ten days later came the beastly diagnosis of lung and bone cancer.  Sue nursed 
him devotedly throughout his final 4 months.  He died at home, with family beside 
him, on 13th January 2015. Ruth and Judith, all his children and his so-recently-
rediscovered Sue survive him. 

CLiNT Gail (neé Nichols) (Scholar 1959-1966) 
Gail was born on 18th March 1948 in Leeds where she and her parents shared a 
house with her two grandmothers.  She enrolled at Ackworth in 1959 and was joined 
three years later by her brother Andrew.  At school she specialised in science and 
was head girl. Andrew later became head boy, the first time that two siblings had 
occupied both posts.
In 1966 Gail went to Queen Elizabeth College (then part of London University) to 
take a degree in chemistry.  After gaining first class honours she did a one year M.Sc. 
in colloid science at Bristol University.
In 1970 she started work as a research chemist in the Basic Research Department of 
Procter & Gamble where she met John.  They were married in 1972 at Nottingham 
Meeting House.  Shortly after Simon was born John was transferred in 1975 to one 
of P&G’s research laboratories in Cincinnati in the USA.  Sarah was born in 1977 
after the family returned to the UK.
John’s change of job in 1979 took the family to live in Wokingham where, when 
Simon and Sarah had both reached school age, Gail took a qualification in teaching, 
a career that she followed until retirement.  In 1993 John took an academic post at 
The University of Hull causing the family to move to Cherry Burton near Beverley.  
Gail started teaching chemistry and science at Wolfreton School in West Hull and 
then at Tranby High School for Girls, later to become Hull Collegiate School.  She 
retired at the same time as John in 2006.
Gail was a keen supporter of Ackworth Old Scholars’ Association.  She served as 
an AOSA representative on the School Committee from 1998 to 2002 and did a 
further spell on this committee from 2003 to 2008.  She was also very active with the 
Friends Meeting in Beverley for which she was Clerk for many years.
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Gail’s leisure interests included gardening and many forms of needlework at which 
she was very skilled.  She was an avid reader and was a member of a book group 
in the Beverley area.  Travel was also a keen interest and included trips to Nepal, 
to New Zealand for Simon’s wedding and to British Columbia where her brother 
Andrew now lives.
Gail was delighted to become a grandmother to Sarah’s children Grace (b. 2009) 
and Jacob (b. 2012).  Sadly she was to spend far too short a time with them.  She 
was diagnosed with breast cancer in January 2012 from which she died on 6th June 
2015.

GooDWiN Lois Hadden (née Robinson)  (Scholar 1943-48)
Lois passed away peacefully whilst on holiday in Sydney on July 14th 2014 at the 
age of 83. Lois was married to Tony for over 50 years and resided on a country 
property in Tasmania, Australia.  Lois had two daughters Janet and Elizabeth.  Her 
passions of collecting antique vases & thimbles and attending to the property were 
how she would like to be remembered. Lois loved her trips to Sydney and visited 
twice a year from Tasmania, and indulged in the array of fresh seafood and the odd 
wine. 
Lois attended Ackworth with her late two bothers - Peter and Andrew in the autumn 
of 1943. Peter went onto to be an Engineer at his father’s factory in Hull, and Andrew 
moved to Canada taking on various positions. Joyous times were spent with her two 
brothers at Ackworth.
Lois had numerous illnesses but always kept strong and her soft nature and caring 
disposition will be missed by all who knew her.

HARVEy Joan - was a teacher at Ackworth from 1970-78

JoHNSoN Christopher (Scholar 1962-67)
After leaving Ackworth, Chris set to work on the family’s dairy and sheep farm, 
near Skipton N. Yorkshire; later his brother Pete joined him. Chris married Linda 
nee Hawkes in 1969 and soon they had a family. Chris was tall fit and strong and 
well used to long hours and hard work. He enjoyed most sports and loved the 
countryside. Chris was very kind and generous and had many valued friends, some, 
old scholars.
Sadly in 2003, Chris was diagnosed with MS and on April 25th 2015, he lost his 
long and painful, bravely fought battle. His family would hope that he would be 
remembered fondly by all who knew him.

JoNES David Prichard (Scholar 1939-1943) 
David was born on 26 September 1926 in Barnsley, the eldest son of Daniel Pritchard 
Jones, Assistant Master at Barnsley Grammar School and Amy Ethel Smith. He 
was the middle of three children, with an older sister Aileen and younger brother 
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Glyn, both now deceased. His father Daniel was a Welsh Presbyterian Minister 
and religious studies teacher who served as a missionary in his younger years. He 
instilled in David an early respect for religion and education, which he pursued when 
he went to Ackworth from 1939 to 1943. He always had fond memories of his years 
at Ackworth, which he often revisited for Old Scholars reunions. After war service 
in the Royal Navy, David graduated from St John’s College, Cambridge with a BA 
in English in 1944 and a Masters degree in 1947. 
His first teaching post was at a boys prep school in Newport Pagnell, where he taught 
English & Religious Knowledge and met and married his first wife Elsie, a nurse and 
school matron in 1949. Their son Hugh (later also an old scholar) was born in 1950, 
and they all moved to London where David taught English and Drama at a number of 
grammar schools before taking up a lectureship in Liberal Studies at Poplar College. 
They joined Bromley Quaker Meeting in 1958 and David remained an active and 
committed Quaker for the rest of his life. He later transferred to the Department of 
Modern Languages at Leeds Polytechnic in 1964 and the family moved to Otley in 
West Yorkshire where they were regular members of Adel Meeting. He subsequently 
gained a second MA in Linguistics from Leeds University and took the post of Senior 
Lecturer in charge of Linguistics and Phonetics at Leeds Polytechnic in 1976. 
David and Elsie divorced in 1971 and he married his second wife Bunty in 1972. 
They lived together in Otley and their daughter Charlotte was born in 1979. David 
took early retirement in the same year and became a keen artist and sculptor during 
his time as a member of Otley art club. David and Bunty attended both Ilkley and 
Otley meetings and were members of the local sailing club. David always loved 
being close to the sea and many family holidays were spent in Anglesey, North 
Wales.
David and Bunty were separated in 1992 and divorced in 1995. David married 
Barbara (also an old scholar) later that year, although they had met many years 
previously whilst at Ackworth together. David and Barbara lived in Sale, Cheshire 
together and attended Eccles meeting where David became an Elder as well as setting 
up a prayer group. They enjoyed visiting local National Trust properties together as 
well as holidays in Italy and Peebles.
Although David had always been interested in poetry, it was during this part of his 
life that he really took on a keen interest in writing poetry and he penned over 100 
poems, which were made into several volumes of poetry books that he made and 
shared with Friends and family. 
David lived in Sale until he moved to Ilkley to be near his daughter in May 2013. 
He lived in extra care housing where he joined a choir and continued his interest in 
books and art as well as attending Ilkley Meeting. After a short period of time in 
hospital, David moved to a nursing home in Draughton, where he lived for only a 
week before passing away peacefully with Charlotte by his side on 14 October 2014 
at the age of 88. A Quaker funeral was held at Skipton Crematorium on 29th October 
with the support and participation of Eccles and Ilkley Friends and family.
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LAMBoURN Peter (Scholar 1939-44) 
Born in Reading in 1927 to Harold and Harriet Lambourn the youngest of three, 
Peter was raised as a Friend, with family connections with the Society reaching back 
to its origins in the l7th Century.  After three Primary Schools he went to Ackworth 
in 1939 thus following his father’s footsteps. On leaving Ackworth in 1944 he spent 
one year with Barclays Bank before being called in to the Army in 1945. During 
the basic training Peter wrote letters home for those who couldn’t write. He was 
commissioned in 1946 and posted to an artillery regiment in Dortmund. During 
this time Peter was the prime instigator of ideas that led to the homeless Germans 
receiving soup from a mobile soup kitchen and medical aid from the mobile field 
medical units. He represented the Army in Hockey, Soccer, Cricket and Athletics. 
He returned to Reading and civilian life in 1949 and began what became a highly 
successful career in sales and marketing. He joined the Reading Hockey Team and 
became a skilled, effective and, somewhat, feared player!
In 1959 he married Judy and they had 2 children Charlotte and Nicholas who 
eventually gave him 3 granddaughters. 
This marriage sadly, but amicably ended and Peter found himself living in Wilmslow 
where he would happily spend the rest of his life.
Events in the 1990’s indicate the extent to which Peter devoted his time, passion and 
energy to Ackworth School.
He was significantly instrumental in the launch of the AOSA International Hospitality 
Directory – to become known as the Travellers Passport and the number of AOS’s 
joining as accommodation hosts to travellers has steadily increased both in the UK 
and all around the world.
Peter also developed the Careers Advice Register and in 1991 coordinated individual 
seminars giving current scholars access to advice and information on many different 
fields of work presented by experienced old scholars.
Peter was an active and much loved member of the Manchester Guild and was, indeed, 
the Guild Secretary from 1984 until 2012. He was involved in the inception and 
development of the Celebration Park and an active fund raiser with the Manchester 
Guild for the Ackworth Meeting House roof appeal. He was also an active member 
and Overseer of Wilmslow Quaker Meeting.
Peter was a fervent supporter of all things Ackworth and always attended Open Day 
and Easter Gathering and he was genuinely surprised, humbled and honoured to be 
asked to be President of the AOSA in 2002.
In 1993 he married Ann and was delighted to gain an extended family of 3 grandsons. 
He felt very strongly about being a part of a caring and committed couple - something 
he and Ann did so very well.
Hockey was still a focus and at this time he played for the Alderley under 65’s Team 
and, despite working fulltime until he was 70 years old, managed to maintain an 
impressively producing allotment!
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Throughout his life, Peter maintained high moral and ethical values and endeavoured 
to understand his fellow human beings in a deeper meaningful way. He was troubled 
by the unfairness in the world and strove to be a helpful, contributing member of 
society right up until he died.
Peter / Daddy/Pop was a special man who can rest in peace as he gave his very best 
in life.
He is missed immeasurably by his family. 
Charlotte, Nick and Ann

MACKENZiE Doreen Mary (née Barron) (Scholar 1935-1937) 
Doreen was born on the 11th January 1921. After she left Ackworth in 1937 she 
started work at Lloyds Bank until she was called up and joined the R.A.F.   She met 
her husband Bill, from Wick in Scotland, during the war whom she married when it 
was all over in 1947, exactly one month after the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh 
got married. They settled in Halifax where Bill became an art teacher and Doreen 
became a housewife.  She supported many charities and over the years became 
Chairman of the local Town Womens Guild and President of Halifax Inner Wheel. 
Doreen and Bill had many foreign and U.K. holidays and they particularly enjoyed 
caravanning. She had no children of her own but always had pet Highland terriers, 
which gave her and Bill great pleasure. Doreen died on 23rd September 2014 and is 
sadly missed by Bill, family and friends. 

MANN Derek Marcus (Scholar 1928-34)
After leaving school, Marcus went to Leeds University to study for a diploma in 
textiles (following in his father’s footsteps).
When he was 19 years old war was declared, and he went into the Heavy Anti-
Aircraft unit of the Royal Artillery.
He served for 5 years abroad, being involved in the Middle East Campaign, including 
the Battle of El Alamein; and the Italian Campaign.
After the war he married Mollie, and went to live in Greenfield to work at Buckley’s 
Textile Mill. They had two children, Michael and Linda.
In 1963 he went back to live in Ossett, to be a manager in the business of his brother- 
in- law, RGS Carpet Pattern Book Co.
Greek holidays were his absolute passion, and there cannot be many Greek Islands 
they have not visited. He was lucky enough to be fit and well, right up until just 
before the very end of his life of 95 years, and his cup was always half full.  Derek 
died on 26th June 2015 peacefully at home in Ossett.

RoWNTREE Martin (Scholar 1930-38)
Martin was born in Sheffield in 1920, the youngest by nine years of a family of five, 
all of whom went to Ackworth School. At the school he was more interested in the 
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practical subjects than the academic. He spent many hours in the craft workshops 
and the art studio and painting became a lifelong interest. He played the clarinet in 
the school orchestra and enjoyed games particularly cricket. Surprisingly during the 
winter months the 5th & 6th forms were taught ballroom dancing and Martin being 
tall and slim was the star dancer, and even after Ackworth he continued his interest 
and qualified as a teacher of ballroom dancing. 
After leaving school he spent a year with the Alliance Insurance Co. He registered as 
a conscientious objector and in 1940 joined the Pacifist Service Unit in Stepney East 
London to do relief and rescue work and remained in the East End for the rest of the 
war. In his free time he voluntarily taught the teenagers of Stepney, to dance in the 
youth clubs, church halls and sometimes in the air raid shelters.
In 1943 he married Mary England (scholar 1931-39) and they became wardens of 
a hostel in Stepney for old people who had been bombed out. During these years 
Martin obtained an external Diploma in Social Studies from London University 
with the intention of becoming a Probation Officer. He was not allowed to take any 
Government position until all members of the forces of his age had been demobbed. 
He and Mary continued to do social work in Stepney and Bow. Their daughter Anne 
was born in 1947.
In 1948 Martin became a Probation Officer in Woking and Chertsey and the family 
moved to Woking where their two sons Charles and Roger were born. Martin quickly 
realised that he was dealing with a group of teenage boys for whom the accepted 
probation methods of one- to –one casework based in a office was not appropriate. 
These were usually boys who came from homes with multiple problems, below 
average at school, unable to form meaningful relationships with adults and mostly 
unhappy. On moving to Pontefract in 1959 he found the same problems and set about 
determined to develop a form of casework base on the physical involvement of the 
offender in his or her own treatment, environment and community.
With the support and active involvement of Pontefract Quaker Meeting he started 
a handicraft group in the Pontefract Quaker Meeting House consisting of six boys 
on probation with six of their peers and various interested members of the Meeting. 
Thus evolved a story, which started in 1961 from humble beginnings and culminated 
almost two decades later on February 17th 1978 with the opening of the Martin 
Rowntree Centre for the Pontefract Day Activity Group, built by the Probation and 
Aftercare Service for the non custodial treatment of adult offenders. It was opened by 
the then Home Secretary Rt. Hon Merlyn Rees MP. Martin was appointed a Senior 
Probation Officer Director of the DAG Centre.
The journey in between was not an easy one. It involved a good deal of steely 
determination and gentle persuasion. For his retirement in 1983 a book vividly 
written as a tribute to her father by Martin’s daughter Anne and published by the 
West Yorkshire Probation and After Care Service describes and analyses the whole 
project and its importance to the penal system of the time.
At Ackworth Martin admired and was influenced by Craft Master James T ( Spud ) 
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Bailey. He believed that here was a man who quietly and firmly carried out his Quaker 
beliefs and principles by example in his everyday life. Martin always remembered 
him and tried to live his life in the same way.

SARGENT Joyce (née Robinson) (Scholar 1942 - 1946)
Joey, as she was known by her Ackworth friends, joined the school in 1942 with her 
younger sister Hilary, known by all as Nibs. She made many life-long friends there.
On leaving Ackworth, she went to finishing school in Vevey, Switzerland for a year 
and then she did a secretarial course and a course in cookery in Leeds where she 
lived with her parents. In 1950, our mother was diagnosed with cancer and my sister 
nursed her, at home, for many months. When she died, our father retired and they 
moved into the country.
She met and married Albert Topley in 1952 and they had 4 children who gave them  
8 grandchildren and, very recently, 1 great-granddaughter. Joyce and Albert were 
divorced in the early 70s. She began her professional career in 1980 and was living 
Harrogate. Her oldest daughter, Sarah, was married and lived on the Isle of Arran 
where Joyce went to visit frequently. She finally decided to buy a bungalow there 
and lived, for some years, between Harrogate and Arran. When the drive between the 
two places became too arduous, she sold her flat in Harrogate and settled on Arran.
She began a slow decline there with a form of dementia which eventually led to her 
death on the night of January 22nd, 2015.
She remained very attached to Ackworth and attended almost every Old Scholar’s 
Easter Gathering between 1943 and 2014 and enjoyed many annual visits to 
Glenthorne with Ackworth friends. She was Secretary to the Ackworth Old Scholar’s 
Committee between 1990 and 1994 and remained in contact with many of her school 
friends who visited her regularly on Arran.
She is sorely missed by her family and friends.
Hilary (Nibs) Kohli (nee Robinson).

SiMoNiTE Herbert Joseph Staff 1962-85
Herbert, who was an Honorary Old Scholar, passed away peacefully on 19 January 
2015, age 94 years.
Herbert was catering manager at the school from 1962 until his retirement in 1985, 
and he always reflected on this period with great affection. He was particularly proud 
of the engraved glass which the Old Scholars presented at his retirement, and the 
Ackworth School tie. As his family comes to term with their loss and organises his 
possessions, they are sure that ASOA would be touched to know that Herbert had 
saved the annual reports and correspondence which they had sent him.
Herbert was known for his energy, compassion, humour, wisdom and strength.  He 
displayed such virtues until the end of his life --- with his famous firm handshake 
only slipping away in his last hours.
Herbert’s early life in Sheffield, and his marriage to beloved Edith, were interrupted 
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by the Second World War.  He served in the Royal Engineers from 1939 until 1946, 
and, as was so typical of him, he did not dwell on the horrors he saw across two 
continents, but referred to this time through a series of humorous anecdotes. Only 
Herbert could smile at how his depleted platoon arrived too late to be evacuated in 
Dunkirk, having to march another 100 miles to be evacuated by other fishing boats!
After the war Herbert returned to Sheffield, and with typical dedication re-trained in 
nutrition, achieving many qualifications. He was proud to be involved in the start of 
the NHS and worked for Sheffield City General Hospital.  In 1962 he took the post 
of catering manager at Ackworth School and he and Edith (who was to run the tuck 
shop) moved to the village.
He became an active member of his local church while developing great respect 
for the Quaker ethos. Herbert was proud of the school’s traditions, and to organise 
catering for annual events such as Open Day and the Easter Gathering.
Herbert devotedly nursed Edith during her terminal illness. He never recovered 
from losing her, in 1975, but tried hard to be positive. Ackworth School and his 
family (daughter Hazel, son-in-law Peter and their four children) became even more 
important to him after his loss.
Herbert shared his wit and wisdom with all his grandchildren, and in turn, six great- 
grandchildren. He was delighted that two of his great-grandchildren, Edward and 
Darcey, are pupils at the school today.
He has left his family with a thousand memories of a kind, talented, and intelligent 
man. His philosophy is captured in the last lines of a poem he kept on his kitchen 
wall: “Be cheerful. Strive to be Happy.”
Stephanie Sparrow (eldest grand-daughter) 

SMiTH Jean Margaret (Scholar 1945-51) 
Briefly, on leaving Ackworth, Jean trained as a Nanny and worked at various places, 
including Childrens Homes, and at one time, Boys Assistant Matron at Ackworth. 
Eventually she returned home where she went to work at private houses before 
marrying in September 1959. Her two primary personal objectives were to have four 
children, Iain, Katharine, Mark and Lindsey and a Horse or Pony, and eventually 
achieved both, a Pony, Tai and a Horse Ceiti. She had an immense love of plants and 
animals and gave generously towards the welfare of Children and Animals. She kept 
close contact with many of her schools friends. Later in life she took up painting 
and has left behind many very good amateur paintings. Sadly, in 2010 Jean was 
diagnosed with Bone Marrow Cancer and died on 7th June 2014.
She was a lovely lady in every sense of the word and is sorely missed by many 
including those who joined the Celebration of her Life from all parts of the UK and 
some from Europe.

WADDiNGToN Barbara (Staff 1953-69) 
Barbara was born on 12 June 1926 in Bingley, Yorkshire. She was educated at 
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grammar school and went on to Liverpool University where she studied Latin 
and French, graduating in 1947. After completing teacher training she started her 
teaching career at Batley Girls Grammar School before moving to Ackworth School 
in 1953 as head of Classics, a post she held until moving on in 1969. 
Barbara had a fine intellect and a passion for her subjects which inspired her teaching. 
Barbara’s lessons were memorable; Latin was not a dead language when former 
pupils can still recall Latin songs she taught them and how she greeted each class 
with ‘salvete discipuli’, to which pupils replied ‘salve magister’. Barbara became 
Head of Seatons, the residence for Lower 6th form girls; she was remembered 
affectionately by a former scholar as ‘not missing a thing’ there!  
Barbara was petite, always immaculately and tastefully dressed, but underneath this 
elegance and charm was a delightful sense of humour and fun. During her time 
at Ackworth she enjoyed acting with the local amateur dramatic group, Ackworth 
Village Players; she made a memorable and convincing ‘Trojan Woman’ and once 
performed the play in Bretton Hall, then a college of Education. She was probably 
rather out of her comfort zone as accompanying woman member of staff on Natural 
History Camps, apparently on one occasion she smeared her face with toothpaste, 
having mistaken it for her face cream, something she recalled with amusement later. 
She was a highly respected member of staff, apart from being in charge of Seatons 
House at an early stage in her career, a few years later she became Senior Mistress 
to Phyllis Sadler (then Deputy Head to Albert Lindley). On the retirement of Phyllis 
Sadler Barbara became acting deputy head.
During her time at Ackworth she relished the opportunity offered by a 6 month 
sabbatical travelling by Greyhound bus throughout the USA in 1964, staying with 
Quaker families throughout and keeping a detailed diary of the trip, which gives 
a vivid flavour of what she saw from Manhattan with “its towering skyscrapers 
reflecting the clouds in their grey-green glass” to the Grand Canyon, which she 
described as “a humbling experience”.
Barbara appreciated the Quaker approach to life and learning that she found at 
Ackworth, it was a life-long influence on her, but after 13 years teaching at Ackworth, 
Barbara moved on; her mother needed care and the constraints of boarding school 
life made this difficult. So in 1969 she took up the post of Deputy Head in a city 
school in a deprived area of Liverpool and then 5 years later became Deputy Head 
at West Kirby Grammar School for Girls on the Wirral, the post she held until her 
retirement in 1986.
Barbara loved to travel, it was a joy to be able to use her skill with languages on her 
many trips, mostly in Italy, Greece and France with her lifelong friend Vivien Hall 
and also with her partner Hugh Potter whom she met at a reunion at Keele University 
in 1972. He too shared her love of travel; in his words, “he did the driving and 
Barbara did the speaking”. Barbara also took great pleasure in Hugh’s interest in jazz 
and playing the double bass.
During the last 10 years, Barbara faced Parkinson’s disease with courage and 
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fortitude, mentally undimmed and still engaging new ideas and concern for others. 
The number of Ackworth Old Scholars who were still visiting or corresponding with 
her in her last years in the nursing home bears witness to the strength of the cultural 
bond she inspired. Barbara Died on 9th February 2015 and will be remembered with 
deep affection by all who had the privilege to know her.

WiLByE Jonathan (Scholar 1969-76) 
Jonathan, an antique restorer of Bluebell, North Stainmore, Cumbria died 
unexpectedly on 13th July 2015 aged 57. He is very much missed by family and 
friends. 

yARWooD John Richard (Scholar 1957-64) 
John’s father, George, was an architect, and John decided as a young child that he 
would pursue the same career. He studied architecture at Edinburgh University, and 
went on to do a Masters degree in Town Planning at Sheffield. After an early career in 
local government, he was Head of Architecture for Telford New Town Development 
Corporation from 1978 until 1983, and then moved to Bahrain, where he was Head 
of Urban Renewal for two years. His wife, Tricia (a psychiatric social worker) and 
their children Daniel, Thomas and Anna accompanied him there.
Three decades of work in the fields of urban planning and international development 
followed, as a consultant and project manager for the World Bank, the EU and other 
international organisations. John worked in over 20 countries – spending particularly 
long periods in Turkey, Jamaica, the Philippines, China, Albania and Russia – and 
on every continent bar South America. Among his favourite jobs was his spell as 
Director of Reconstruction in Mostar, Bosnia, during and after the last Balkans war. 
He was awarded an MBE for his work there.
John’s PhD thesis was on Muharraq, the old town in Bahrain. Many of the pearl 
merchants’ mansions, mosques and other buildings he documented have been 
destroyed in the years since, and his is therefore the principal work on the island’s 
traditional Islamic architecture. Two edited versions of it have been published, as Al 
Muharraq: Architecture, Urbanism and Society in a Historic Arabian Town (1996) 
and Al Muharraq: Architectural Heritage of a Bahraini City (2006).
John wrote a book on his work in Bosnia, Rebuilding Mostar: Reconstruction in a 
War Zone (1999), published by Liverpool University Press. And he went on to write 
five further books, including Urban Planning After War, Disaster and Disintegration 
(2010), Urban Planning in the Middle East (2011), and Urban Design: Three Types 
of Continuity (2013).
John savoured the intellectual life, and taught for various periods at the Mackintosh 
School of Art in Glasgow, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and University 
College Dublin.
Besides architecture, he had wide-ranging cultural and artistic interests. He was 
a keen amateur actor – appearing in various productions at the Merlin Theatre in 
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Sheffield – and loved classical music. He is survived by his wife, Tricia, and their 
children and grandchildren, to whom he was devoted.

OlD SCHOlARS WHO HAvE DIED RECENTly

BoSToCK Ruth (née Rowntree) (Scholar 1931-37)
CHARLESWoRTH Malcolm (Scholar 1945-1951)
CHiLD Ruth (née Pearson) (Scholar 1940-47)
EVANS Peter William (Scholar 1962-68) 
HEiLiG Gerhard (Scholar 1939-1940) 
JAMES Jill (née Owen) (Scholar 1951-56) Died 10th July 2015
JoNES Barbara (née Barringer) (Scholar 1935-42)
RoBiNSoN Andrew (Scholar 1943-52) Died 2008
RoSENBERG Mary (Scholar 1927-33) Died July 2013 
STEPHENS Francis (Scholar 1930-33) 

SupplEMENT TO MEMORIAl NOTICES

Bruce Bailey as the Judge in Gilbert & Sullivan’s Trial by Jury in 1966
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COLOURS & BADGES

❦  Old Scholars’ striped Tie in A.O.S.A. colours of Gold, Green and Grey, £7.00

❦  Blue, Green or Grey crewneck sweat-shirts with official coloured motif (above), £19.50

❦  Green V-neck lambswool jumpers with official motif, £29.00 

❦  White, Red, Blue or Green sportshirts with official motif, £17.00

❦  Scarves, £12.50 each

❦  Maroon, Green or Blue Fleeces, £25.00

❦  Green and ‘gold’ AOSA lapel badges (state clutch or brooch fixing), £1.95

❦  Key Fobs, £2.75

❦  T-Shirts, various sizes , from £8.00

ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE at EASTER GATHERING and on OPEN DAY

A.O.S.A. Colours and Badges are available by post along 
with other Ackworth-related items.

CoINCIDENCEs

I am sure many of you have had extraordinary 
coincidental meetings with other Ackworthians.

Contact the Editor to tell your story.
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For further information and to check availability please contact 
Heather Jones at Ackworth School, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF7 7LT
Telephone +44(0) 1977 612051 Fax +44(0) 1977 616225
Email: asel@ackworthschool.com Website: ackworthschool.com

Old Scholars 
know how to celebrate in style!

‘The perfect place to get together 
for family celebrations’

Ackworth School Estates Limited
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OPEN MORNINGS
These events are arranged to enable prospective parents and pupils to visit 
the School and meet the Head, Members of  Staff  and present Pupils who 
will show them around and answer questions about the School and what 

it has to offer.

It is an ideal opportunity to view the superb facilities and experience the friendly 
Ackworth atmosphere.

26th September, 2015

2nd May, 2016

TERM DATES
Autumn Term 2015 - 7th September to 11th December

Spring Term 2016 - 11th January to 28th March

Summer Term 2016 - 11th April to 9th July

GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, 14th May 2016

OPEN DAY
Saturday, 9th July 2016

For further information on any of  the above events, please contact 
either the Head’s Secretary or the Bursar’s Secretary.

Ackworth School
Ackworth, Pontefract, 

West Yorkshire, WF7 7LT 
Telephone: 01977 611401 Fax: 01977 616225 

E-mail: reception@ackworthschool.com

important Dates for your Diary
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SCHOOl COMMITTEE
2012/2016 David Bunney, Andrew Ducker (Parent),
 Christopher P. Jones, Aidan Mortimer*
2013/2017 Zephyrine Barbarachild, Erica Dean, David Ditcham.
2015/2017 Stewart Huntington*
2014/2018 Christopher Allen, Richard Bamford (Parent), Kate Napier, 
 Nick Seed, Sally Slater (Staff)
2015/2019 Robert Lincoln, Digby Swift
2015/2016 Co-option: Kirk Dyson, Michael Mc Robert, Nick Smith, Andrew Whiteley
Treasurer 2015/2019: Carol Raynor
Clerk to the Committee:  David Bunney
D. Clerk to the Committee: Zephyrine Barbarachild
*AOSA Representative

SCHOOl FEES
from September 2014 - 
 Boarding per annum £24,150
 Day per annum   £12,984
 Coram House - day per annum 
 R-2  £ 7,983 
 3-6  £ 8,298

buRSARIES & SCHOlARSHIpS
Ackworth School has, as one of its founding aims, to support ‘Friend’ children not in affluence.  The 
School today strives to support ‘Friend and non-Friend’ children who would benefit from an education 
at Ackworth School.

Ackworth School recognises the exceptional gifts and talents of young people through the award of 
scholarships. Therefore, scholarships are awarded on the basis of merit either academically or through 
their abilities in Music, Art, Drama and Sport.  In cases of need, bursaries are available but they are all 
means tested. The School will consider applications to supplement a scholarship with a bursary. The 
number and size of scholarships is at the discretion of the Head. The award of a scholarship will remain 
solely on merit in any of the categories described above and the financial implications of this award will 
be a fee remission of 5% of the annual day fee.

The School has access, along with the other Friends’ Schools, to the Joint Bursary Scheme which provides 
some support for applications from members of the Religious Society of Friends.  All other support for 
scholarships and bursaries is derived from the annual fee income and this imposes a restriction on the 
amount of funding available for scholarships and bursaries in any given year.

Scholarships will be awarded at three points in a student’s progression through the school or on entry.  
The three points are at ages 11+, 13+ and 16+. Scholarships are reviewed annually, at the end of each 
academic year. All Scholarships are awarded on the basis of assessment, interview or audition, and 
School Report. All Scholarships end at the completion of the Fifth Year. Sixth Form Scholarships are 
tenable for two years but are reviewed after the completion of the first year. There is a separate process 
for application for a Sixth Form Scholarship.

The award of any scholarship carries with it privilege and responsibility; every scholarship holder is 
expected to set an example for the other pupils in their conduct and approach to academic study, and 
to participate in the fuller life of the School through commitment to extra-curricular activities. All 
scholarships are liable to be rescinded in the case of the student not meeting their potential or obligations 
explicitly stated in the granting of the scholarship. Further details can be obtained from the Head.
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THE SCHOOl STAFF
september 2015

Name Qualifications Role and Teaching Subject
Abha Aggarwal B.Sc. Leeds (PGCE) Chemistry
 MSc. Leicester
Nayyar Aziz  B.Sc. M.Sc. (Pakistan) Head of Chemistry
 PhD (Hull)
Christopher Bailey  B.Sc. Bath (UGCE) Head of Biology
 M.A. Leeds Boys’ Housemaster
Helen Batty M.A. Oxon (PGCE) Biology, Physics, Psychology, 
  Head of Careers
  Assistant Housestaff 
Tom Bootyman  B.Sc. Manchester (PGCE) Physics 
  Senior Year Tutor 4th Year 
Alistar Boucher  B.A. Warwick Head of Sixth Form,
 M.A. London (PGCE) Head of English, Psychology,
  Fothergill Society
Lauren Bradshaw BSc. Sheffield (PGCE) Girls’ PE and Games
Elizabeth Burrows MSc Leeds (PGCE) Head of Girls’ PE and Games
Michael Callister B.A. Leeds (PGCE)  Boys’ PE and Games
Karen Chadwick  B.Ed. Leeds, DipSpLd Sheffield Dyslexia Tuition
Elena Clark B.A. Durham (PGCE) Geography
Alexandra Collingwood  B.A. Hull (PGCE) History 
  Assistant Head of Sixth Form
Kathryn Dawson B.A. Humberside (PGCE) Business Studies (part-time)
Katy Devine  B.A. Leeds (PGCE) Art, Assistant Housestaff 
Guy Emmett B.A. Durham, M.A.(Ed)  Deputy Head (Pastoral)
 Durham (PGCE)
Lucinda Hamill  B.Ed. Exeter Head of Mathematics
 B.A. Open M.A. Leeds
Stevie-Ann Harrison B.A. Leeds (PGCE) English 
Francis Hickenbottom  B.Sc. Birmingham (PGCE) Head of Physics
Andrew Hilton B.A. Sheffield  (PGCE) Head of German 
  MFL, ESL 
  Senior Year Tutor 3rd Year
Laura Hilton B.A. Durham   Modern Foreign Languages
 M.A. Leeds (PGCE) and Careers (part-time)
Brenda Hodge B.Ed. Bradford and Ilkley Head of Home Economics
 Community College  Girls’ Housemistress
Catherine Jackson  B.A. York (PGCE) English
Bryony Lebeter  B.Ed. Leeds  M.I.L. TEFL ESL
Ian Lenihan B.A. Cork; Director of Music
 MMus. Leeds (PGCE) 
Nicolas Mannion B.Sc. Leeds (PGCE) Temporary part-time Biology
Anton Maree B.A.  Rhodes (HDE)  History, Head 
Sarah McAlindon  B.A. Birmingham  GBSM, Music
 ABSM (Teaching) 
 ABSM (Performing) QTS
Gill Murray  B.Sc. Leeds (PGCE)  Mathematics
Rebecca Nicholson  B.Sc. Durham (PGCE) Mathematics 
Rosalind Noble MPhysGeog. Hull (PGCE) Head of Geography 
Diane Parkin  B.Sc.Ed. Keele Mathematics (part-time)
Tom Plant  B.A. Leeds (PGCE) Head of History
  Senior Year Tutor 5th Year
Elizabeth Rayner  B.A. Newcastle (PGCE) Head of French (part-time) 
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Patrick Roberts B.A. Leeds Head of Boys’ PE and Games 
  Assistant Housestaff 
Daniel Roots B.A. Central Lancashire (PGCE) Modern Foreign Languages 
Sarah Rose  B.A. Staffordshire (PGCE) Head of Art
  Senior Year Tutor
  1st and 2nd Years
Elizabeth Sochacka B.Ed. (MFL) Trinity College  Head of International Study
 Cert.TESOL Centre and Head of ESL 
Emma Speake B.Sc. with QTS Design Technology
  Assistant Housestaff 
John Stephenson M.A.Leeds (PGCE) Head of Religious Studies
Jeffrey Swales M.A. Oxon (PGCE) Classics, RS, Deputy Head
  (Academic)
Nicola Tod B.A. Dundee (PGCE) Head of Business Studies
  and Economics
Richard Vergette B.A. Leeds (PGCE)  Director of Drama (part-time),
 M.Ed Nottingham  Head of Learning and Teaching 
Caroline Wilson M.A. Barcelona, PhD,  Head of Spanish
 Dip. Language Teaching
Michael Windsor B.A. Nottingham Trent Head of Design Technology
 (PGCE) UWIC

language Assistants
Andreas Emer  German

Autism Resource
Tessa Barnes NVQ L3 Specialist Learning Mentor 
  (part-time)
Beverley Davis CASHE L3 SEN and Specialist Learning Mentor 
 Teaching Assistant
 HLTA L4 (Sheffield Hallam)
Georgina Dyson   Specialist Learning Mentor
Graeme Hemmingway B.A. Sheffield (PGCE)  Specialist Teacher 
Michael Isherwood Cert. Ed.  Specialist Teacher
Jane Long STAL L3 Specialist Learning Mentor
Karen Metcalfe B.A. London, M.Sc. London, Specialist Learning Mentor
 SEN L3 (OCN)
June Pease  Specialist Learning Mentor
Laura Smith NVQ L3  CCLD Specialist Learning Mentor
Lynne Ward B.A. London (PGCE) Head of Autism Resource

Coram House Teaching Staff
Aden Ball B.Ed. Liverpool Year 6 Form Teacher 
Wendy Bamforth B.A. Leicester (PGCE) Year 6 Form Teacher
David France B.Ed. University of Leeds Year 1 Form Teacher 
Richard Grogan B.A. St. Martin’s Carlisle (QTS) Year 4 Form Teacher
Julie Hoar B.Ed. Bedford College Year 3 Form Teacher 
Elizabeth Jordan  B.A. Leeds (QTS) Senior Teacher Assessment
 PG Cert. National Award Year 5 Form Teacher 
 for SEN Co-ordination
Sarah McAlindon B.A. Birmingham  GBSM, Music and Year 5 Form Teacher 
 ABSM (Teaching)  ABSM 
 (Performing) QTS
Fiona McCormack B.A. Northumbria (PGCE) Reception Teacher EYFS
  Assistant Housestaff GSH
Sally Slater B.A. Open (PGCE) PG Cert. Deputy Head, Year 3
 Warwick Mathematics / English Teacher 
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Kathryn Staton B.A. Sheffield (QTS) Senior Teacher Pre-Prep
  Year 2 Form Teacher
William Stover B.Sc Glamorgan (PGCE) Year 5 Form Teacher
Mary Wilson B.A. Liverpool (PGCE) Head

Coram House Nursery
Deborah Barraclough NVQ 2 CCLD Nursery Assistant
Mayan Buckton BA Childhood & Youth Nursery Assistant
 Studies and Education/Studies,
 PGCE – EYFS Teacher Status
Lucy Cruddas BA European Business Nursery Manager 
 Nottingham (QTS)
Lydia Horobin BA Early Years &  Nursery Assistant
 Education Studies
Sharon Marsh BTEC National Diploma Deputy Nursery Manager 
Neetu Missra BA Education Studies Nursery Assistant
 & Early Years
Della Rudenko NVQ 3 Early Years Nursery Assistant
 Care and Education

prep-prep and After-School Care
Elise Ager NVQ 3 CCLD Childcare Assistant
Susan Armitage HLTA, NVQ 3 CCLD  Deputy Reception Teacher 
Sharon Brooke  Lunchtime Supervisor
Christine Hodson NVQ 2 CCLD Teaching Assistant
Georgia Izzett  Graduate Student 
Jenny Patchett NVQ 2 CCLD Teaching Assistant 
Andrew Rees  Playground Supervisor
Daniel Robson  Graduate Student
Jackie Tagg  Teaching Assistant and Childcare
Karen Withington NVQ 3 CCLD Teaching Assistant and Childcare

Support Staff
Neil Bennett  Technician (DT)
Sarah Bentham   Examinations Secretary, 
  Deputy Head (Academic)
  Secretary, Head of Sixth Form 
  Secretary
Howard Bundy  Warden
Jane Butterfield  PA to Head of Coram House
Kevin Chambers  Head Groundsman
Karen Clarke  Senior School Secretary
Delia Coburn  A.I.Q.P.S PA to the Head 
Erica Dean  B.A. Leeds, M.A.  MCilip Librarian
Philip Eames BSc. Lincoln, Sport Sports Facilities Manager 
 Development and Coaching
Julie Hart   Receptionist
Heather Jones  M.H.C.I.M.A Domestic Administrator
John Lebeter I.C.S.A. Bursar and Secretary 
  to School Committee
Susan Liddle  Catering Admin. Assistant
Alaina Logan M.A.A.T Payroll and Fees
Laura Lunn  Deputy Head (Pastoral) Secretary
Paul Meeson  Assistant Warden
Glenn Middleditch  Managing Chef
Marion Mitchell  B.A. Edinburgh (PGCE) Director of Development
  and Marketing 
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Brent Moran   Assistant Bursar
Debbie Procter  Purchase Ledger Clerk 
Christine Readman   Technician (Sciences)
Andrea Ruddy  Technician (Sciences)
  Temporary Mistress on Duty
Andrew Rushton Plumber and Gas Fitter Clerk of Works 
Adam Scott ITIL, SDI-SDA Network Manager
Roy Simpson Electrician Deputy Clerk of Works 
Rebecca Stephenson   Admissions/Marketing Secretary
Jacqueline Utley   PA to the Bursar and 
  Office Co-ordinator
Gillian Wilkes  Technician (Home Economics)
Celia Wolfe  B.A. Bangor  M.A. UBC Archivist 

boarding Houses 
bOyS’ SCHOOl HOuSE
Christopher Bailey B.Sc. Bath (PGCE)
M.A. Leeds Housemaster 
Jim Davies M.Mus.(Adv. Musicology) Assistant Housestaff
 P.G.Dip.) Leeds
Todor Doychinov  Assistant Housestaff
Patrick Roberts B.A. Leeds  Assistant Housestaff
Emma Speake B.Sc. Design and Assistant Housestaff
 Technology with QTS
Michelle Walker  Matron

GIRlS’ SCHOOl HOuSE
Helen Batty M.A. Oxon (PGCE) Assistant Housestaff
Katy Devine B.A. Leeds (PGCE) Assistant Housestaff
Maureen Gibbins  Matron 
Brenda Hodge  B.Ed. Bradford and Ilkley Housemistress
 Community College
Fiona McCormack B.A. Northumbria (PGCE) Assistant Housestaff

pastoral Care
Dr. Gwenan Davenport MB, ChB (Sheffield) MRCGP Medical Officer
Pamela Evans R.G.N., Nursing Sister
 Cert HE (Nursing) Leeds
Barbara Gomersall  B.Sc. Psych, M.Sc., School Counsellor 
 Dip. NLPt. Certificate in 
 Counselling MBPsS

peripatetic Music Teachers
Christine Bullough G.Mus. Huddersfield LTCL (PGCE) Singing
Jim Davies M.Mus.(Adv. Musicology)  Brass
 P.G.Dip.) Leeds Assistant Boys’ Housestaff
Elyse Greenwood  B.Mus. (Huddersfield) Flute
Helen Issitt B.A. Music (Performance) Piano
Clare Little  B.Mus. (Hull) Cello, Voice, Piano
Eileen Roberts   Guitar
Mick Roberts  D.P.L.M. L.G.S.M. Cert. Ed  Woodwind
Rae Strong  B.A., L.L.C.M. A.T.C.L. Violin, Piano and Recorder 
 C.T.V.C.M (Teaching Dip)
 Huddersfield
Jeff Swift  G.Mus. Huddersfield (PGCE)  Guitar
Iain Wilson   Drums
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Hobby Instructors / Trainers
Diane Bayliss  Yoga Instructor
Sandra Beaumont  Dance Instructor
Daniel Berry  Hockey Instructor
Katie Campion  Squash Coach
Glenn Cooper  Fencing
Brian Davies  M.G.N.A.S. Lead Archery Instructor
Harriet Dwyer  Fitness Instructor
Terry Frost Reg. Instructor BTC   Tae-Kwon-Do
Christopher Key  Archery Instructor
Olivia Mountain PGCE Work Placement PE
Samuel Messam England Basketball Basketball 
 Association Level III Coach, 
 Level II Basketball Tutor  
Samuel Moore  Music Workshops
Stephen Turnbull British Tennis Club Coach  Tennis Coach
Morris Unwin SRA Level II Club Coach Squash Coach Volunteer
David Whitham  Archery Assistant Coach

STAFF CHIlDREN IN SCHOOl
BoyS GiRLS
Ager-Stirling Harry Ball Isla
Bootyman John Bootyman Katherine
Dawson Joshua Butterfield Faith
Dawson Sam Harris Lucy
Dean Harry G.A. Langford Sophie
Maree Angus Logan Millie
Metcalfe Tristan McAlindon Fabia
Ncube Jermaine Metcalfe Harriet
Staton Jonah Morris Eleanor F.
Swales David Swales Rachel E.
 Tagg Isobel

OlD SCHOlARS WITH CHIlDREN IN SCHOOl
PARENTS PUPiLS
Kelly Brough (1989-1993) Jessica J. Brough (Lowe)
Annabelle Cross William & Claudia Cross
Elaina Glossop-Templeman William Glossop
Richard D. Metcalfe (19 84-1989) Harriet G.A. & Tristan C.F. Metcalfe
Jonathan Metcalfe (1987-1992) Elliot G.D. & Verity Metcalfe 
Colin Moxon (1994-1999) Hannah & Oliver Moxon
Meeta Tanna (1983-1991) Millie & Matthew Manders
Helen Ward (Moxon 1988-1999) Emily Ward
Amanda Newby (Newby-Batty 1981-86) Dominic R. & Emily Sanderson
Christina Wunna  Ruby Wattis
Frances Wickham (Wheeler 1987-1992)  Robyn & Rhys Wickham
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HEAD’S REpORT

A great experience for me as the new head has been the sequence of unfamiliar events, 
each with its own validity, allowing me to appreciate and evaluate, each event giving 
me a further insight into the school, and offering me time to consider whether or not 
there might be a necessity for change.  I have learned that they all take place for a 
good reason, and in an appropriate manner.  

One of these events was the U6th Form Leavers’ Meeting and Lunch on Friday last 
week, and it was rather special.  Every school has its own way of saying farewell to 
its leavers.  At all of the schools I have been a part of it is almost always an emotional 
event, which is perfectly understandable, some students are ready to leave, others 
are unsure, but all know that their time together, as a year group, is at an end.  Some 
of our leavers have been at Ackworth for 15 years and some for only 2, but all share 
a deep love for their school and a considerable respect for one another and for their 
teachers.  This was a special occasion, for all assembled, it was not only the last time 
that we would be together to worship in the Meeting House, it was also the last time 
that Andrew Ward, the Head of Sixth Form, would be with us.  It is Andrew Ward 
who has the most special relationship with his sixth form and they with him.  We 
will miss his wise counsel.  

This year’s Easter Gathering of AOSA, which was well attended, was blessed with 
excellent weather.  The gathering provided a chance for Old Scholars and their families 
to meet and re-establish friendship whilst participating in a wide selection of activi-
ties.  They were struck by the changes that have been brought about in the Library 
and looked forward to seeing the completed work on the Sixth Form Lounge next 
year.  Few schools continue with such gatherings, those who have abandoned them 
are never able to resurrect them.  I hope that our departing scholars all retain their 
links with the school.  There is an AOSA portal on the school website.

I have been very fortunate this year to have had such a strong and effective team of 
school officers to support and advise me.  Georgia Mattison, Daniel Strutt and their 
team have served the school with pride and will have learned a lot about themselves 
and about leadership.  The new School Officers have been appointed and they are 
Ally Hyde - Head Girl, Clyde Chen - Head Boy, Henry Byfield, Vache Kakhoidze, 
Zoe Jefferies, Kali Stefanova, Mollie Watson and Nathan Wild.  

The senior years are now all involved in their external examinations and are very 
much in our thoughts.  The best academic outcomes are of course a priority for us, 
but not to the exclusion of all of the other opportunities that a broad, all-round educa-
tion brings in developing key life skills.  I look forward to seeing the candidates on 
their respective results days in August to collect their results and am sure that they 
will do very well indeed.  
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Following the election we know which political party will be in Government; with 
that comes confirmation of the curriculum reform established by the previous regime.  
The phased move to linear A Levels in certain subjects will go ahead for those taking 
A Levels in September 2015, as do the first changes for GCSE students.  

The May Day Bank Holiday Monday was our Open Morning again this year.  We 
were fortunate to have a sunny morning and the school buildings and grounds looked 
striking in the warm spring air.  It is a feature at this school that our most important 
events are supported by our parents and I was very pleased to see familiar faces in 
attendance, helping us to attract new families to Ackworth.  The morning was well 
attended with a good number of prospective parents making follow up appointments 
and applying for entry to the School.  The families really appreciated the opportunity 
to tour the School on a ‘normal working day’.  Our student guides did an exemplary 
job during the morning, leaving our visitors feeling welcomed and impressed.  

Even during this busiest and most pressured of terms, it has been brilliant to see so 
many of our students maintain their commitment to The Fothergill Society, which 
has run a full programme throughout this examination term.  They began with two 
Platforms, the first an extremely insightful talk delivered by David O’Regan about 
the NHS and the Business of Healthcare.  David - a Consultant Cardiothoracic Sur-
geon at Leeds Teaching Hospitals University Trust, and father of Alistair, one of our 
students at Coram House - challenged us to confront and attempt to diagnose some 
of the problems that affect the NHS.  In looking beyond the political hyperbole, we 
began to explore current bureaucratic, cultural, ethical and behavioural issues that pose 
real dangers to the maintenance of a service that maintains its three core principles: 
that it meets the needs of all; that it be free at the point of delivery; and that is based 
on clinical need, not ability to pay.  

The second Platform was a multisensory exploration of the Basque Child Refugees 
of 1937.  Carmen Sanchez Kilner led us through a historical and cultural exploration 
of this period, examining the realities of the Spanish Civil War, the communal and 
public demand for the British Government to intervene politically and house these 
children, and the role the Quakers played in this.  A hands-on opportunity to examine 
historical sources, images and music brought what was a largely-unfamiliar historical 
event, overshadowed by the Kindertransport of WW2, into startling prominence.  We 
are all enormously indebted by the generosity of these speakers who give their time 
and experience so freely and with such passion.  
If old scholar has an abiding interest, a passion or an experience that we can learn 
from, within or outside the world of work on any topic, we would love to hear and 
learn from you! Please contact Ali Boucher; (alistar.boucher@ackworthschool.com) 
or via the society’s website (www.thefothergillsociety.weebly.com).  

Head’s Report
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The Innovation Challenges this term have been particularly focused on time-pressured 
collaboration - perhaps a subliminal nod to enhancing our students’ self-management 
strategies under the exams’ timed conditions!  Ackworth played our part in the cor-
porate team-building global phenomenon, known as the Marshmallow Challenge.  
Constructing the tallest spaghetti-stick frame that supports a marshmallow in 18 
minutes is an apparently-innocuous task that sees CEOs fail more spectacularly 
than reception-age students, all because younger children prototype and organi-
cally develop different models through experimentation and trial and error, whereas 
older participants, having wrangled with power structures to establish status within 
the group, tend to theorise only one possible outcome, that rarely works as well as 
anticipated.  The Fothergill Society happily proved this to be true, and learned many 
valuable lessons en route.

The second challenge was the DisAbility Challenge, that asked students to re-visualise 
the way society is structured in order to cater more effectively for the physically-
disabled.  How do you ensure that all people, regardless of physical ability, have the 
opportunity to participate in society to the best of their potential?  What changes do 
you have to make to the infrastructure of societies and companies and buildings in 
order to empower all and make disability “invisible”?  Some amazing inventions were 
shaped and pitched in just 50 minutes, including the winning idea of a “drive-through-
car-wash-style” mechanism to hygienically clean and glove a physically-disabled 
surgeon’s operating hand – an ingenious and hugely original concept.  The very idea 
that society was not structured in a permanent way, and that there was no reason why 
it could not be revaluated and redesigned, was something that struck some of the 
students very strongly indeed, and made them more aware of their potential to make 
meaningful, tangible change in the wider world.
 
The Ackworth School Book Club met once again this half of term, celebrating the life 
of Sir Terry Pratchett by reading “Guards, Guards”, and in equal measure, not quite 
seeing what was so amusing about it, and marvelling at its witty and hugely satiri-
cal take on modern culture and society.  We will meet again in the final week of the 
year, this time to read the German satirical novel by Timur Vermes (in translation!) 
called “Look Who’s Back”, an extraordinary novel with an even more extraordinary 
plot premise.  

Participation in academic competitions outside of the school is always beneficial for 
our students.  Recently four of our best mathematicians took part in the Maths Team 
Challenge held at The Mount School on 28th April and did very well against the best 
students in Yorkshire.   In addition, 30 1st and 2nd form students also took part in 
the UK Junior Maths Challenge.  1 student achieved gold, 5 gained silver and 7 were 
awarded bronze.

The Evening Reading programme has included the Boarders’ Concert and the Leavers’ 

Head’s Report
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Concert.  We were also fortunate to listen to a very interesting reading given by Sam 
Cullingworth, a member of our local meeting, about his career as an international 
award winning body builder.  Sam spoke about the travails he had faced, including 
dealing with spinal injury and the challenges he overcame to recover.  Recently John 
Stephenson gave an absorbing and emotive reading about the war in Syria through 
the eyes of a child.  We were shown a collection of photographs taken in Damascus, 
which showed the terrible affects of war upon the people, in particular children and 
the aged, and John also explained the rise of Islamic Fundamentalism and its histori-
cal context.

Twelve Ackworth students visited London for a weekend of drama and theatre 
recently.  A former student, Dom Harrison, was supposed to have been starring in 
a professional production of Bugsy Malone at The Lyric Theatre in Hammersmith.  
Unfortunately, due to injury he had to withdraw but we still attended this excellent 
production.  The following morning we went to The Actors Centre and took part in a 
workshop given by Karina Fernandez, a professional actor.  The workshop was very 
kindly funded by the Imogen Young Performing Arts Trust which is run by Sarah 
Bentham.  In the afternoon we attended an amazing production of ‘Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night time’ by Mark Haddon and adapted by Simon Stephens.  All 
the students thoroughly enjoyed the trip and there are plans to organise something 
similar next year.  

We are also busy rehearsing for our Lower School Production of ‘Ernie’s Incredible 
Illucinations’ by Alan Ayckbourn.  Around 20 students from 1st, 2nd and 3rd forms 
are taking part in this show which will be performed in the last week of term.  We 
will be in touch soon about tickets.  Two of our students,  Lucas Culff and Dominic 
Pierechod are alternating as performers in the Opera North production of Carousel 
at the Leeds Grand Theatre.  

We have had another busy half term in the music department.  Our Upper Sixth leavers 
along with one or two others gave some lovely performances on Sunday 26th April 
and we all felt a bit emotional at the prospect of losing them as they pursue further 
education at the end of the Summer Term.  The Music Department was also a central 
part of the annual Ackworth General Meeting and gave two excellent performances to 
an appreciative audience from across the country.  We have many talented performers 
and they gave a very good account of themselves.  We were also treated to the Ack-
worth Band trying out a number of songs on an enthusiastic audience on Wednesday 
20th May in anticipation of the upcoming Party on the Green, which they will be 
performing at along with many other pupils from Coram and the Senior School.  The 
Party on the Green is on Wednesday the 1st July.  

I am very pleased with the high level of interest shown in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award by our 4th Form.  I was told recently that 140 countries participate in the Award 
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and it is now recognised as the most successful youth challenge scheme in the world.  
This year 24 of our 4th Form participated in their Bronze expedition at Slingsby near 
York and all of them completed it successfully.   

Athletics has been very popular this half term with over 30 students showing up to 
practice twice a week.  We have a full programme of events for our athletes to at-
tend including the Wakefield schools district meets and the Yr 7 Athletics League.  
We have had success at our first meet with 10 of our pupils qualifying to represent 
Wakefield at district level, we expect more success over the summer term as more of 
our athletes compete.  One of the most notable performances so far this season was 
by Holly Kitching who qualified for both the 1500 and 800.

Ackworth School cricket has done well this year.  Training on Tuesday and Thursday 
has become increasing popular which led to high quality training sessions in our indoor 
and outdoor cricket nets.  Unfortunately due to weather we have had to postpone two 
fixtures, but have still managed to play 4 fixtures.  The Under 13s started their season 
at home with a superb win against both King’s Pontefract and Hemsworth.  The Under 
14’s unfortunately lost their opening fixture to Kings’ Pontefract, but learned a great 
deal from this defeat and went on to comprehensively beat Huddersfield in their next 
fixture.  There have been a number of notable and outstanding performances, which 
have been highlighted in the match reports which can be found on the schools website 
and Facebook page.  Please keep a look out for these.

There has been much success on the tennis court for Ackworth School this season.  The 
girls under 18s performed very well in a tight match in the National Championships 
vs Rivington at Bolton Arena.  It took a doubles tie-break to separate the teams after 
4 hours of Tennis but unfortunately Rivington came out on top.  Since then the girls 
have been unbeaten, claiming victories over schools such as Allerton Grange, Hull 
Collegiate and Bootham.  The boys have began their campaign with similar success.  
At the under 16 and under 18 North of England Boys championships they managed 
to defeat strong sides from Yarm, Ampleforth, Manchester Grammar, RGS Newcastle 
and Sedbergh and the under 18 pair of Henry Atkin and Lloyd Barlow made it to the 
final eight pairs.  The junior teams have also been successful in fixtures against Hull 
Collegiate and Bootham, as well as comprehensively winning their first under 15 
league match vs Allerton Grange 10-2.

Inter-house competitions continue to attract the attention of our students.  The Junior 
inter-house Bake Off involved two challenges during a fun filled Saturday involving 
1st and 2nd formers.  The students in teams of two immersed themselves in the chal-
lenge to create two flavoured biscuits using very different methods, and then undertook 
a technical challenge with key words missing from the recipe.  There were some 
lovely ideas, however none better than Alice Mason and Alex Kinch from Gurney.  
The overall result was a draw for Gurney and Penn.
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The Boarders have been to Alton Towers, have been to Leeds for indoor climbing and 
have also gone cycling at Clumber Park.  There is a great deal for them to do at school 
in the evenings and at weekends with all of the school’s facilities available to them.  
None of this would happen without supportive and motivated staff and Ackworth is 
fortunate to have this in abundance.

A lot of work has been planned for the summer holidays.  We are adding to our pro-
vision for the Autism Resource Unit and creating a new Sixth Form Centre, which 
many will remember being called the Art Study Block.

If you are passing by, it would be a pleasure to meet you! Please don’t forget about 
us! 

Anton Maree

OpEN DAy 2015

Open Day is always a pleasure, though with the richness on offer, it is difficult to 
do justice to everything on show. Early morning rain gave the school a wonderful 
brightness in the sunshine that followed. Students’ outfits are an exhibition of their own, 
though one always wonders how close to the guidelines some may be treading. The 
Meeting House was full for the formal opening, as usual. It was a real pleasure to read 
the citation for the Old Scholars’ cup - Ackworth continues to instill into its students 
all those characteristics which we value as the ‘extra’ of a Quaker education.
 
There’s too much to see, of course, especially if one starts in the cookery department. 
But I still learn something in the science labs each time I visit, and the newly slimmed-
down library has become a more attractive, enticing place. Art and craft displays show 
a wide range of talents; the senior concert was enjoyed by players and audience alike. 
It was good to meet a number of Old Scholars who come to share the day - we all 
learn much from seeing the school in action.
 

Peter Speirs

CITATION FOR OlD SCHOlARS’ Cup 2015

This person has impressed the Staff with their friendly manner and polite approach, 
which has embodied the very best of what we expect in terms of behaviour from our 
students.  Their willingness to go the extra mile to make other people’s life easier has 
been noticed by a wide range of people within the school.
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One instance is worth detailing to give a flavour of the sort of instances which have 
been appreciated:  a colleague reports   “I can remember this person being the first one 
on the scene to help a first year who had dropped his plate on the floor in tea. They had 
grabbed a brush before I had even realised what had happened, and I have witnessed 
this sort of thing several times when on duty during the week and at weekends”.  
This was a small act of kindness, yet it is typical of the sort of action which makes 
Ackworth School a friendly, family environment.

This person is a member of Woolman House and whilst they are not House Captain, 
their contribution to the House has been outstanding, rivalling even Claire Cougan as 
top woolly mammoth in terms of House Spirit! This person has done a huge amount 
to encourage participation in House events by members of all ages and has taken part 
in House competitions even when the activity has not been their forte. His recent 
involvement in music has done much to encourage other boys to get involved.

This person has played an important role in welcoming new students into the school 
by giving tours and generally making them feel settled and secure.

In the House his willingness to organise events has been much appreciated for he 
has always been a central figure in such events, both by ensuring arrangements are 
in place, and by enthusiastic participation.

Charity Week saw him take a key role, and the boys’ dance, which was largely his  
conception, was appreciated by a very enthusiastic audience. The fact that the dance 
has been reprised on several other occasions, to great hilarity, is a testimony to the 
success of his creation.

On a weekly basis this person has taken prep and has been extremely reliable in this 
role.  On a Sunday morning he has been quick to volunteer to help return the Meeting 
House furniture in readiness for the next day; nothing is ever too much trouble and it 
is all done with such charm and without any fuss - the jobs just get done!

The recipient this year is an excellent communicator and his positive interactions with 
visitors to the school, has been a feature of his contributions.

This person embodies the ethos of Ackworth School and his contribution to so 
many aspects of the school community makes him a very worthy winner of the Old 
Scholars’ Cup.

He is, of course, Kurt Hope.
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Relaxing on The Terrace

1965 Leavers: David Cowans, Mary Dower, Bob Gibson

The Presidents welcome Easter visitors Easter Sunday ramblers
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Fun on The Green More fun on The Green

Wedding of Janet Blann & Laurie Benge

Sal Wright leads the Games on the Green
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John Golding, winner of AOSA Men’s Badsworth

Country Dancing

Great food at Easter

Wining and dining at EasterFreya Martin, winner of the AOSA Women’s Badsworth

L-R Tom Walker, David Day, Adam Mosley
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Solving the Murder Mystery at Easter

Art work for the whole family

Looking through old photo at Easter.

Fencing at Easter

1995 Leavers

1970s Group



Ackworth Old Scholars' Association 
PAST PRESIDENTS 

 
 
1882‐83 
Joseph Simpson 
 
1883‐84 
William Coor Parker 
 
1884‐85 
James Henry Barber 
 
1885‐86 
Jospeh Stickney Sewell 
 
1886‐87 
Henry Thompson 
 
1887‐88 
Thomas Pumphrey 
 
1888‐89  
Jospeh Pattison Drewett 
 
1889‐90  
William Jones 
 
1890‐92  
Henry Tennant 
 
1892‐93  
Frederick Andrews 
 
1893‐94  
Charles Brady 
 
1894‐95 
Alfred Simpson 
 
1895‐96 
Helen Bayes 
 
1896‐97 
Sir James Reckitt 
 
1897‐98 
Henry Ecroyd Clark 
 
1898‐99 
Albert Linney 
 
1899‐1900 
Mary Caroline Pumphrey 
 
 

 
 
1900‐01 
William Harvey 
 
1901‐02 
John W. Graham 
 
1902‐03 
Robert Henry Marsh 
 
1903‐04 
Rachel Oddie 
 
1904‐05 
Alfred Henry Taylor 
 
1905‐06 
Phillip Burtt 
 
1906‐07 
Jospeh Firth Clark 
 
1907‐08 
Septimus Marten 
 
1908‐09 
Joseph Spence Hodgson 
 
1909‐10 
Anna Louise Jackson 
 
1910‐11 
William Whiting 
 
1911‐12 
J. Travis Mills 
 
1912‐13 
Samuel E. Brown 
 
1913‐14 
Caroline C. Graveson 
 
1914‐15 
W. Trevelyan Thompson 
 
1915‐16 
Sheldon Leicester 
 
1916‐19 
William Graveson 
 
 



1919‐20 
Frederick Andrews 
 
1920‐21 
Ellen M. Fry 
 
1921‐22 
Charles H. Smithson 
 
1922‐23 
Isaac Henry Wallis 
 
1923‐24 
Harold Collinson 
 
1924‐25 
Henry Binns 
 
1925‐26 
Margaret Andrews 
 
1926‐27 
William F. Nicholson 
 
1927‐28 
Alfred E. Binyon 
 
1928‐29 
Mary F. Hartley 
 
1929‐30 
Edmund Henry Gilpin 
 
1930‐31 
Walter Robert Bayes 
 
1931‐32 
Gerald K. Hibbert 
 
1932‐33 
Leila Sparkes 
 
1933‐34 
Edgar B. Collinson 
 
1934‐35 
Frank Ward 
 
1935‐36  
Ernest B. Ludlam 
 
1936‐37 
Jane H. Williamson 
 
1937‐38 
Thomas Foulds 
 

1938‐39 
Joseph H. Lester 
 
1939‐40 
Bertha Smith 
 
1940‐41 
G. Noel Hyde 
 
1941‐42 
Helen Andrews 
 
1942‐44 
Arthur Cooper 
 
1944‐46 
James Westwood 
 
1946‐47 
Blanche M. Bennett 
 
1947‐48 
Rowland C. Moore 
 
1948‐49 
J. Stanley Carr 
 
1949‐50 
Reginald Broomhead 
 
1950‐51 
Eleanor Crosland 
 
1951‐52 
Rex Yates 
 
1952‐53 
Theodore W. Allen 
 
1953‐54 
R. Percy Foulds 
 
1954‐55 
Dorothy Mussell 
 
1955‐56 
Bernard Wright 
 
1956‐57 
A. Eric Ellison 
 
1957‐58 
Lucy Binks 
 
1958‐59 
James S. Lidbetter 
 



1959‐60 
Ashton Watts 
 
1960‐61 
Lucy O'Brien 
 
1961‐62 
Eric Bellingham 
 
1962‐63 
Arnold Sewell 
 
1963‐64 
Elfrida V. Foulds 
 
1964‐65 
Helen J. Neatby 
 
1965‐66 
Arthur G. Olver 
 
1966‐67 
Stanley Horner 
 
1967‐68 
Ralph E. Handy 
 
1968‐69 
Kathleen Binns 

 
 
1969‐70 
Philip Radley 

 
 
1970‐71 
Donald Burkett 

 
 
1971‐72 
Margaret Martin 

 
 
 
 

1972‐73 
Phyllis Sadler 

 
 
1973‐74 
Albert Lindley 

 
 
1974‐75 
Stephen Burtt 

 
 
1975‐76 
Mary Rogers 

 
 
1976‐77 
Hilary Smith 

 
 
1977‐78 
Roger Spinks 

 
 
1978‐79 
Walter Fearnley 

 
 
1979‐80 
Agnes Thompson 

 
 
 
 
 



1980‐81 
Ian Bailey 

 
 
1981‐82 
Keith Daniel 

 
 
1982‐83 
Elisabeth Heywood 

 
 
1983‐84 
John Postle 

 
 
1984‐85 
Stephen Ward 

 
 
1985‐86 
Mary Fulford 

 
 
1986‐87 
George Bunney 

 
 
1987‐88 
Molly Longley 

 
 
 
 
 

1988‐89 
Colin Mortimer 

 
 
1989‐90 
Peter Norris 

 
 
1990‐91 
Margaret Postle 

 
 
1991‐92 
Sheila Banks 

 
 
1992‐93 
Celia Brebner 

 
 
1993‐94 
Gordon McKee 

 
 
1994‐95 
Mary Robinson 

 
 
1995‐96 
Michael Hargreave 

 
 
 
 
 



1996‐97 
Anne Telford‐Kenyon 

 
 
1997‐98 
Margery Bunney 

 
 
1998‐99 
Robert Gibson 

 
 
1999‐2000 
Grace Hunter 

 
 
2000‐01 
Christopher Moore 

 
 
2001‐02 
Celia Ball 

 
 
2002‐03 
Peter Lambourne 

 
 
2003‐04 
Michael & Annabel McRobert 

 
 
 
 
 

2004‐05 
Marguerite Hill 

 
 
2005‐06 
Geoff Pedlar 

 
 
2006‐07 
David Bunney 

 
 
2007‐08 
Diana Chadwick 

 
 
2008‐09 
Chris Rengert 

 
 
2009‐10 
Donald Elliott 

 
 
2010‐11 
Martin Dickinson 

 
 
2011‐12 
Shirley Day 

 
 
 
 



2012‐13 
Stephen & Joyzelle Kelsall 

 
 
2013‐14 
Christopher  Jones 

 
 
2014‐15 
Marjorie & Michael Bliss 
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